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Amsterdam Chamber To Spearhead EC Russian 
Project 

BR2712112293 Amsterdam FINANCIEELE DAGBLAD 
in Dutch 22 Dec 93 p 6 


{Unattributed article: “Chamber of Commerce To Help 
Russian Companies” ] 


[Text] The Amsterdam Chamber of Commerce has been 
commissioned by the EC to set up support points for 
business in the Russian cities of Moscow and St. Peters- 
burg. The goal is to help Russian small- and medium- 
sized enterprise. The Chamber had been asked along 
with 10 other European chambers of commerce to tender 
for the EC project. The project will run for two years and 
involves 11 million guilders. 


The Chamber formed a European consortium for the 
competition, including among others Milan’s Buconi 
University, Portugal's Institute of Small- and Medium- 
Sized Enterprise, the Economic Institute for Small- and 
Medium-Sized Enterprise in Zoetermeer [Netherlands], 
the KPMG [Klynveld Peat Marwick Goerdeler] manage- 
ment consultancy in Utrecht [Netherlands] and the ING 
[International/Netherlands Group] Bank's EWIC [East- 
West Industrial Cooperation] information center. Two 
offices are to be set up in both Moscow and St. Peters- 
burg: a development office and an information center. 


The Amsterdam Chamber of Commerce regards its 
winning the contract as a great success and a good 
incentive for Netherlands industry to do business in 
Russia and the Commonwealth of Independent States 
[CIS]. The Chamber's general secretary, J. Bevaart, 
thought that Amsterdam's tender was attractive because 
the Chamber had built up considerable experience in 
East Europe and the CIS over the last couple of years. 


“We did wonder whether we ought to do this,”’ he said. 
“The EC specifically wanted chambers of commerce to 
carry out these duties. But of course setting up offices in 
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another country and assisting industry there is not part 
of our core tasks. And something like this causes a lot of 
headache. But we think that this is in the interest of 
Netherlands industry, too. We now have an entry into 
the market. And even though it is a European project, 
you will still bring Netherlands industry into contact 
with the Russians,” Bevaart said. 


The project is taking place in the context of the Com- 
mission’s TACIS program, which stands for Technical 
Assistance to the Commonwealth of Independent States. 
Comparable programs in other CIS republics are being 
carried out by Danish, German, and Italian chambers of 
commerce. 


“This project is so important because it is about building 
up new intermediary structures in the CIS states,” Bev- 
aart said. “They did not exist under socialism. We will 
help both new private companies and state companies 
which are to be privatized. They will be test projects, and 
if the initiative succeeds then support points for small- 
and medium-sized enterprise must also be formed in 
other large Russian cities. This is how you build the 
structure which is necessary for an effective market 
economy.” 


In the meantime, 55 people have been taken on to realize 
the project. Each of the four offices will have its own 
manager. This week an exploratory mission left for 
Russia and in January the first official mission will 
follow. It is necessary to get to know the partners in 
Russia and suitable offices will have to be sought. 
Bevaart is assuming that it will be difficult to find good 
premises. 


The development bureaus will be responsible for popu- 
larizing entrepreneurship in Russia, providing informa- 
tion and actively providing services. The aim is also to 
provide business training courses and make the franchise 
formula better known. The information centers will have 
access to an extensive data base which is to identify 
export possibilities and potential partners in joint ven- 
tures, among other things. 
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Zhirinovskiy Holds Business Summit in Carinthia 
AU2412172593 Vienna NEUE KRONEN-ZEITUNG in 
German 24 Dec 93 p 2 


[Report by Kurt Seinitz and Martin Radinger: “Zhiri- 
novskiy Causes Stir in the West With Elipton Super 
Weapon”) 


[Excerpts] Washington/Reichenfels—The Russian ultra- 
nationalist leader Vladimir Zhirinovskiy again managed 
to make the world hold its breath yesterday. Military 
experts are racking their brains over the weapon of mass 
destruction, “Elipton,”” mentioned by the Russian. 


It also became known that during his stay in the 
Lavanttal valley in Carinthia, Zhirinovskiy did not really 
relax. A large summit of “businessmen” from Russia, the 
Caucasus, and the Balkans living in Vienna and “busi- 
nessmen” from the former Yugoslavia took place. The 
Russian ambassador to Slovenia also attended the meet- 


ing... 


Referring to the unknown “Elipton” super weapon men- 
tioned by Zhirinovskiy, the U.S. secret service stated 
that a new weapons system that the Russian military has 
been developing during the past 10 years might be 
involved. [passage omitted] 


The climax of Zhirinovskiy’s visit to Austria was a large 
meeting of “businessmen” held behind closed doors. It 
was prepared on the spot by aides to Russian Zhiri- 
novskiy in the days prior to Zhirinovskiy’s arrival. 
Limousines, including Mercedes-600 luxury cars, 
arrived from Vienna, West Europe, and the former 
Yugoslavia. The state police noted the numbers of the 
license plates and the names of the businessmen. 


Representatives of Eastern trading companies with seats 
in Vienna attended the meeting. The business summit 
was concluded with a champagne and vodka party. 


Zhirinovskiy’s “finance minister” Aleksey Vedenkin 
told NEUE KRONEN-ZEITUNG: “We have trading 
companies throughout the world, including Austria. This 
helped us finance our election campaign.” 


Yesterday Zhirinovskiy went to the hospital in Graz for 
a treatment. 


Reportedly Manages KGB Cover Firms 


AU2712102093 Vienna NEUE KRONEN-ZEITUNG in 
German 27 Dec 93 pp 2-3 


[Report by Kurt Seinitz: “Is Zhirinovskiy the Head of 
KGB Cover Firms?”’] 


[Text] Washington/Bonn/Vienna——Russia’s election 
winner Zhirinovskiy did not have much time to “relax” 
during his short stay in Austria because the main pur- 
pose of his visit was a secret summit that Zhirinovskiy 
organized with his network of cover companies in the 
quiet Lavanttal valley in Carinthia. 
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From Austria, Zhirinovskiy departed for Bulgaria which, 
as a neighbor of Serbia’s that is friendly with Russia, is 
considered a center for weapons and other supplies. 


U.S. and German counterintelligence services have been 
observing the fast growing empire of KGB and Siasi 
companies. These two powerful apparatuses of the 
USSR and the German Democratic Republic transferred 
billions into the new era in order to be able to continue 
to wield power and exert influence. Billions also reached 
Austria. 


Viadimir “Adolofovich” Zhirinovskiy, who made a 
career in the environs of the KGB, is in effect considered 
the “manager” of the new cover companies of the KGB 
empire. The giant military-industrial complex of the 
former Soviet Union uses them for its activities. Yeltsin 
officially dissolved the KGB last week—too late! 


Zhirninovskiy made it very clear during the election 
campaign that he will supply Russian weapons to who- 
ever wants to buy them. His primary goal is to safeguard 
the jobs of the Russian defense industry. 


Zhirinovskiy Reportedly To Pay ‘Brief Visit’ to 
Croatia 


AU2412155093 Ljubljana Radio Slovenia Network in 
Slovene 1430 GMT 24 Dec 93 


[Text] Vladimir Zhirinovskiy, leader of the Russian 
nationalist Liberal Democratic Party, is supposed to end 
his visit to Austria’s Carinthia today and travel via 
Slovenia for a brief visit to Croatia. 


The Austrian media do not report about the purpose of 
his visit to Croatia. Similarly, they have not reported 
whether Zhirinovskiy will stop over in Slovenia. 


The head of the Russian nationalists is expected to 
return to Carinthia on 27 December and return to 
Moscow before the New Year. 


Departs Vienna; Heads for Sofia 


AU2512203693 Paris AFP in English 2024 GMT 
25 Dec 93 


[Text] Vienna, Dec 25 (AFP)}—Russian ultra-nationalist 
leader Viadimir Zhirinovsky, on a private visit to Aus- 
tria since Tuesday [21 December], left the country for 
Bulgaria Saturday, police said. 


Nothing was known about Zhirinovsky’s plans in the 
Bulgarian capital Sofia. 


Zhirinovsky, whose movement made a strong showing in 
Russian general elections earlier this month, visited an 
Austrian business friend in Carinthia in southern Aus- 
tria. 


He returned to Vienna late Friday. 
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Vranitzky Displeased Over Incomplete EU 
Documents 


AU2712123493 Vienna KURIER in German 24 Dec 93 
p2 


[Report by Christoph Kotanko: “Slip-ups in Brussels, 
Chancellor Annoyed” ] 


[Text] Tuesday [21 December] brought an early 
Christmas present for the supporters of the European 
Union [EU]. The chapters on foreign and security policy, 
domestic and legal policies, and environmental issues 
were settled by then. Yet stumbling blocks still lie ahead 
on the path toward European Union: The transit 
problem, secondary residences, and agriculture remain. 


In the sphere of agriculture, a document outlining the 
positions of the European Commission caused ill feel- 
ings recently. It did not provide for transition periods for 
Austria’s farmers. A turmoil followed that did not 
exactly improve the atmosphere. 


In an interview with KURIER, Chancellor Vranitzky did 
not hide his displeasure: “The European Union often 
presents incomplete documents, and the media publish 
them. The government must form its opinion afterwards 
and explain to the population what the documents were 
about. Then it often becomes clear that the documents 
involved are not official at all; they have not even been 
approved as an official basis for talks by the European 
Union. This ‘need to explain things afterward’ effects the 
climate between Vienna and the European Union: ‘Brus- 
sels should ensure that its public relations policy does 
not disturb Austria's efforts to join the Community.” 


Why has Austria not shown more determination so far? 
Sweden and Finland have repeatedly threatened tc delay 
talks if the European Union does not comply with their 
wishes. 


Vranitzky replied: “There is no need to bang one’s fist on 
the table. All our rounds of talks have so far been 
preceded by excitement and emotional arguments. 
During the actual negotiations, however, we were able to 
talk in a cooperative manner with each other. Moreover, 
it is not the government's task to play up unsettled 
questions through official excitement.” By no means 
does this mean willingness to yield and compromises at 
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any expense. Vranitzky promised the following for the 
January negotiations: “We will not avoid difficult 
issues.” 


Economic Institute Predicts 2.1 Percent GNP 
Growth 


AU2312123493 Vienna WIENER ZEITUNG in 
German 23 Dec 93 p 9 


[Unattributed report: “Medium-Term Growth of 2.1 
Percent”] 
[Text] The Institute for Higher Studies (IHS) expects the 


GNP to grow by an average 2.1 percent over the next five 
years (1993 to 1998). 


The effects of Ausiria’s integration into the European 
Union (EU) will enable higher growth rates. Consumer 
confidence will not be influenced in the medium term, 
and private consumption is expected to go up by an 
average 2.4 percent. 


The decrease in disposable income will be balanced by a 
lower inflation . ate and a decline in savings. 


Exports of goods are expected to increase to 6.8 percent 
over the next few years. IHS experts expect an increase in 
trade with East Europe and the EU countries, as well as 
with Mexico and China. 


The strong expansion of demand in Austria is expected 
to increase imports by 7.4 percent. There will, however, 
continue to be a trade deficit in goods and services. 


According to the IHS, the average growth of consumer 
prices will decline to 3 percent. The next economic 
upswing will not be burdened with inflation-related 
problems, as the abolition of trade barriers with Ger- 
many will have a dampening effect on prices. Interest 
rates are expected to remain low because the monetary 
framework conditions will remain unchanged. 


The labor market will see a slight 0.5 percent increase in 
gainfully employed persons, with average unemploy- 
ment, however, increasing to as high as 7.3 percent. 
Wages and salaries are expected to go up by only 4.1 
percent on average. The growth in production invest- 
ment and expenditure on buildings will remain stable at 
2.7 percent. 
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Belgium 


Prime Minister Dehaene on Budgetary Problems 
BR2312140793 Brussels L ECHO in French 23 Dec 93 
p2 


[Interview with Belgian Prime Minister Jean-Luc 
Dehaene by Philippe Engels, Olivier Gosset and Dirk 
Vanoverbeke; place and date not given: “The Plan Is the 
Main Measure of the Budgetary Control™] 


[Text] [L’ECHO] Like your EC partners, the opposition 
is pleased with the decisions made in Brussels...but it 
deplores the fact that you did not prove as energetic in 
Belgium’s internal affairs.... 


[Dehaene] Speaking of the opposition, my feeling ts 
rather that they miscalculated and are now paying a price 
for it. If yeu reread your own editorials as well as those 
of your coileagues, you will note that in July everyone 
took for granted a scenario that went like this: “They 
achieved the Saint-Michel agreements, they will have a 
subdued EC presidency, then they will founder in Feb- 
ruary.” As for me, | said that since problems are the 
same at the Belgian and EC level—and I would add, 
unlike what the VLD [Flemish Liberal Democratic 
Party] has been saying, that Belgium is not the sick man 
of the EC, but that it 1s the EC, in some respect. that is 
sick—let us act concurrently at both levels. Hence the 
concept of a social nact, to be negotiated in parallel with 
EC-level discussions. 


{L°"ECHO] But the social pact was a failure.... 


[Dehaene] We did not manage to 4 )ieve the social pact, 
but I do believe that the overall plan 1s a real success. It 
has already had the main impact cxpected of it, that 1s, 
restoring confidence in the currency and driving interest 
rates down. The plan is currently being implemented. 
Before the end of the year, at the last cabinet meeting 
(Editor's note—Friday, 24 December), we shall approve 
the implementation orders for the Competitiveness Act 
as well as the bills for the implementation of the whole 
plan. Unlike what has been said, budget control will not 
be an impossible task...since the essential steps have 
been taken beforchand. 


[L°ECHO] Rather than listing the measures to be imple- 
mented on | January, can you tell us which ones will be 
delayed? 


[Dehaene] Let us first agree on the word “delay.” I have 
always said that after implementing the overall plan, my 
goal was to have the Competitiveness Act in place—as 
well as most measures favoring employment—before the 
end of the year. The rest was to be integrated in bills 
introduced before the end of the year and discussed in 
Parliament right after the Christmas season. 
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Small Margin for 1995-1996 


{L"ECHO] There still are differences in interpretation 
between economic partners with respect to employment 
issues. What is your analysis? 


{L’Echo] Can you be mone specific? 


[Dehaene] Allocation of the benefits of the freeze on 
payroll charges for 1995-1996. 


{[L"ECHO] For 1995-1996? I for one try to see what can 
be done for 1994. But | am well aware that when 
experiencing short-term difficulties, one tends to focus 
on long-term matters first. The fact that there still are 
differences in interpretation on certain aspects of such a 
broad plan is quite normal. However, decisions on most 
measures will be made at the end of this week, and we 
clearly explained to the various economic actors which 
amendments we are ready to accept: They will be inte- 
grated in the bills. 


[L°ECHO] But how do you view the differences between 
employers and unions with respect to the way the bene- 
fits of the wage freeze should be allocated in order to 
boost competitiveness and job creation? 


{L"ECHO] These things are not as complicated as you 
make them sound. There are the 1993-1994 cross-sector 
agreements, and these will be implemented. In such a 
context, we are taking steps to restore competitiveness 
and boost job creation. And there is a clear negotiating 
margin for 1995-1996; there is no such margin for real 
wage increases, whether direct of indirect, but there is 
one with respect to job sharing or even a shorter work- 
week, within corporate plans relating to job creation. 


{L°"ECHO] Affer institutional reform, the social and 
economic negotiations were your next mission. Consid- 
ering what you announced in July—a projected social 
pact—do you feel you have come full circle? And do you 
think the danger of a collapse of the Belgian-style con- 
sensus is about to recede? 


{[Dehaene] There is no question that | was not able to 
achieve the whole of my July goal. | still deplore the 
inexistence of a more ambitious social pact. On the other 
hand, | consider that the government has reached its 
main objectives as part of the overall . lan. As for the 
Belgian model, there will no doubt be scar tissue as a 
result of what transpired iw the month of October. 
However. the overall plan will only have a real impact on 
employment if we manage to get the machine going 
again. Neither the plan nor the government can create 
jobs. All they can do is establish a framework within 
which economic partne’s must make commitments, and 
turn such commitments into facts within their various 
sectors and businesses. This is why it is essential to bring 
them back to the negotiating table, while being aware 
that one can never restore conditions that once pre- 
vailed, even at the time when | had preliminary meetings 
with the economic partners, in September. 








FBIS-W EU-93-246 
27 December 1993 


Middle Way 


{L°"ECHO] For you, ts there no danger that cooperation 
will reduce the plan's efficiency, particular in the 
“employment sector?” 


[Dehaene] Nothing can be done “on the ground” without 
a minimum of cooperation between the social partners.- 
even if we have to force them into certain things. A 
middle way has to be found. Between, on the one hand. 
the employers’ approach, which is to wait for the gov- 
ernment to take the measures it ts asking for and then 
allow the laws of the market to work, and, on the other 
hand. the trade union approach, which is based too 
much on the belief that employment ts decided by 
decrees. The trade unions, therefore, believe that rig- 
orous accounting is necessary to check that a certain 
measure leads properly to the creation of a certain 
number of jobs. Personally | do not believe blindly in the 
laws of the market, nor in an excessively bureaucratic 
vision. Measures need to be based on willingness. And 
the employers’ camp must also feel jointly responsible 
for the creation of a maximum number of jobs, even if it 
means sharing them out differently. While the trade 
umion side must see that being too bureaucratic may 
kee, trade union officials busy, but it does not create 
jobs. A certain flexibility is necessary, even though it 
must be possible to check that jobs are being created, 
with the books open. 


{L°ECHO] Are you gradually getting closer to this middle 


way? 


{Dehaene] That 1s what we are trying to put into practice. 
Even if we must continuously watch to see that we do not 
wander from the task. Neither in one sense nor the other. 


{L°ECHO] Before the start of the negotiations on a social 
pact, you stated that people had to be prepared to break 
with certain taboos to preserve the future. Is the failure 
of the pact located there, notably in the field of social 
security? 


[Dehaene] No! I did not manage to do it by consensus. 
But if you make a list, you will see that the rlobal plan 
has killed off a certain number of taboos. One has to 
keep a sense of realism. Major reforms are not achieved 
in one blow. The only failure occurred in our attempts to 
find consensus with the social partners. At the political 
level, we accepted our responsibilities. 


Budgetary Adjustment 


[L"ECHO] During the budgetary conclave in summer 
1992 and the aburted debate on indexation, you were 
fairly hard on your Socialist partners. Did their openness 
on the health index appear sufficient to you? 


[Dehaene] | received the best compliment during a 
recent interview with my predecessor, Wilfried Martens, 
in HUMO, the Flemish weckly magazine. Martens said 
that he would never have believed that Dehaene would 
manage to do so much with the Socialists. 
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{L°ECHO] The annual report of the IMF gives you good 
marks for the global plan, which allows a step in the right 
direction, according to the international experts. But the 
IMF added that it was necessary to make further cuts. Is 
that a source of irritation or strength for you? 


{[Dehacne] Knowing the IMF, that probably means we 
are talking about a very big step (laughter). Nevertheless 
| would rev 2"! that it ts not my only parameier. The IMF 
is important. Bul its approach 1s a monetary one. | also 
have a social and political approach, and I must find an 
equilibrium between them. I say that when the IMF 
criticizes me. and also when it says | am doing a good 


job. 


{L"ECHO] As for the need for additional measures, how 
would you react? 


[Dehaene] One: People underestimate the structural 
work of former Budget Minister Offeciers who forced us 
to work within a convergence plan. to work 

via a long-term plan to cut the budget. That keeps the 
budge’ on track. In 1993 we will once again be one of the 
few countries in the Community to improve its situa- 
tion—albeit slightly—in terms of the net amount to be 
finaaced, and in the middle of a crisis. 


Two: The long-term plan's weak point was that it would 
stay on track only if the social security budget was 
balanced. The gloval plan will once again balance the 
social security budget, in a long-term perspective, even if 
1] agree that permanent vigilance will be necessary, and 
that we are dependent on the economic cycle and interest 
rates. So | weuld repeat that, in relation to the “budget 
control” for 1994, the main measure has already been 
taken, namely the global plan. 


[L"ECHO] Do the savings achieved by the global plan 
mean we can predict a painless budget control in March, 
or in any event a simple adjustment? 


{[Dehaenc] Indeed, the 1994 budget control should be 
envisaged in this perspective. 


[L°ECHO] No ideas for March? 


[Dehaene] Uur priority ts to execute the global plan to 
the letter. And thus realize our objectives. 


{L"ECHO] But the figures look difficult. Herman Van 
Rompuy,. the budget minister, is talking about a deficit/ 
GNP ratio of 7 percent at the end of this year, compared 
with 6.8 percent in 1992. The OECD forceasts 6.1 
percent in 1994 and 5.3 percent in 1995. These figures 
are still far from the 3 percent target (in 1996), provided 
for under the Maastricht Tr ‘ty? 


[Dehaene] | am perfectly aware that our success in 
reaching the targets for the end of 1997 will be codeter- 
mined by the strength of economic growth. As regards 
the targets for the third phase of Economic and Mone- 
tary Union, it 1s at that time that an assessment will have 
to take place. It would be an error to anticipate. At 
present there are no benefits to be gained from revising 
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the convergence criteria. In the meantime we have to 
hold our course by following measures which will take us 
closer to the target. In Belgiurn we can do that by 
regularly readjusting our position, thanks to the long- 
term plan. 


{L"ECHO] Clearly speaking, you want to be pragmatic 
and you are saying that we need to do the maximum 


considering the scope of the crisis. Even if this means 
revising the long-term criteria, in case the recession were 
to last...? 

[Dehaene] A discussion on these criteria would be use- 
less. We will see in 1997. I am not making any fore- 


Agusta Affair 


{L"ECHO] How are things progressing in the consulta- 
tion procedure for employment measures, organized 
with the communities and regions? 

[Dehaene] A joint document should be signed this week 
or, in any event, before the end of the year. Firstly it 
summarizes the recovery measures which are already 
taking place at the regional level. Then i ry 
employment measures taken at the federal level and 
those, in parallel and often complementary, which are 
taken by the regions under their powers. That will show 
that there is real convergence between the different 
policies. Once all the measures have been decided upon, 
and put into legislation, then we will produce a brochure 
for each region containing all the applicable measures. 
This brochure is intended for users (employers, trade 
unions, ONEM [National Employment Office], FOREM 
[Regional Employment Office], etc.). 


{L"ECHO] Will this document propose new measures? 


[Dehaene] No. That was not the aim of the consultation 
process. 


[L"ECHO] While the government is continuing to imple- 
ment the global plan, two sew problems have just 
disturbed the working atmosp. ere, as this year comes to 
an end. On the one hand there is the postponement of the 
ecological taxes, to the great anger of the ecologists, who 
are your institutional allies, and, on the other hand, there 
is the request for the lifting of the parliamentary immu- 
nity of three political personalities in the PS [Socialist 
Party]. Do these new developments worry you? 

[Oehaene] | met Ecolo and Agalev in advance to give 
them notice of the measure and explain the reasons for 
these postponements. And although | can understand 
their public criticisms, | also think they realized that the 
application of the law would implement its essence. 
Therefore in concrete terms, the law has not been post- 
poned. Therefore there will be ecological taxes on | 
January 1994. And finally, before the end of the year, all 
the application decrees which do not require the follow- 
up Committee's opinion will be adoptea. But with these 
decrees, practical measures must be taken to ensure they 
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have a real impact: We therefore postponed them, while 
fixing a new date (either i April or 1 July—Editor’s 
note). We also have maintained other dates which should 
not be modified in so far as the application decrees will 
be published befove | January. This applies to the issue 
which the ecologists found particularly imporiant, 
on | April. Therefore the bitterness of the Greens should 
be qualified. 


The postponerments are justified by purely technical 
reasons. | think that we have clearly demonstrated our 
will to apply the law on ecological taxes in its entirety. 
As for the secon i problem mentioned, | think that this 
matter should be approached very calmly, while being 
aware that it could be very dangerous for the political 
world. I would repeat that it is essential that the principle 
of the separation of powers be respected in our country. 
Another basic principle remains that one is presumed 
innocent as long as one is not condemned. Therefore it is 
a question of being prudent in the face of accusations by 
insinuation, and condemnation before the tribunal of 
public opinion, with no possible appeal or defence. 
Finally the political world in general and the three people 
concerned in particular have every interesi in the matter 
being cleared up. Quickly and properly. In order to bring 
a halt to the whispering, insinuations, etc.. 


Al present the matter is with the parliament and the 
senate. Now it is for these institutions to do their work. 
I would simply note that the three people concerned have 
said that they are ready to give a full explanation and 
answer every question. 


Chairman of Flemish Council Announces 
Resignation 


BR2312132593 Groot-Bijgaarden DE STANDAARD in 
Dutch 23 Dec 93 p I 


[Unattributed article: “Vanvelthoven Resigning as 
Chairman of Flemish Council, Due To ‘Error’ During 
Exam”) 

[Excerpt] Louis Vanvelthoven, the Flemish Socialist who 
has presided over the Flemish Parliament since 1988, 
announced yesterday that he will resign on 12 January. 
This is due to the allegation that he, indirectly, 
attempted to privilege a staff member during an exam. 


There have been rumors recenily, that Vanvelihoven 
unlawfully attempted to help his secretary during a 
recent personnel exam in the Flemish Council. Professor 
Eric Defoort, one of the examiners, wrote that another 
SP [Socialist Party] politician approached him on behalf 
of the Flemish Parliament Chairman, with the request to 
favor the woman. 


During last Tuesday's [21 December] meeting of the 
Flemish Council's committee which is investigating this 
affair, Defoort allegedly named West-Flemish SP Sen- 
ator Eric Pinoie as “intermediary.” Pinoie confirmed to 
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the investigation committee that he acted on behalf of 
Vanvelthoven. Pinove announced yesterday. that he wall 
resign as fourth vice-chairman of the Flemish Council. 


On top of this accusation. Vanvelthoven’s repulation has 
been fouled in recent weeks by unpleasant alicgations 
regarding his activity as mayor of Lommel. a town im 
Limburg. His closest relatives reportedly commiticd ma!- 
practices im several real estate transactions. [passage 
omitted] 


Netherlands 


Business Group Opposes Sale of Submarine Parts 
to Taiwan 


BR2I312140293 Rotterdam NRC HANDELSBLAD in 
Dutch 12 Dec 93 pl 


{Article by Willem van Kemenade and Theo Wester- 
houdt: “Van Der Stee Starts Action Against Rotterdam 
Dry Dock Company's Trade With Taiwan” ] 


[Text] The Hague, 22 Dec—Former Minister A. van der 
Stee (CDA [Christian Democratic Appeal]) 1 heading a 
group of major Netherlands companies lobbying to halt 
the possible export of submarine parts by RDM [Rot- 
terdam Dry Dock Company] to Taiwan. 


The group. comprising representatives of Shell, Akzo. DSM 
[Dutch State Mines}. Pheleps. Stork. and Fokker. fears that, 
if RIM's deliveries to Tarwan are carried out, 1t will have a 
negative impact on ther trade relations with the PRC 


RDM has an opportensdts to deliver nonstratcgic parts 
for » Dnaarmes to Taran. Such an order. which ts 
expr. ied 10 be worth several hundred millon guilders. rs 
very important for the otien jar company’s cxrstence. 


Van der Stee. who 6 charcae_a of the China section of the 
Netherlands Center for Trade Promotion (NCH). confirmed 
(hes morning that re had recently talked to Prime Minister 
Lubbers, Econoni Affores Mitwecr Andriessen. Finance 
Minister Kok. and Coteg™ Minister Kooymans m an 
attempt to protect the Netherlands companies’ intercsts in 
the PRC. “The Chinese surely will condemn us for our 
hypocritical policy and thers will have a negative effect on 
our trade relations.” Van der Stee clanmed. “Chena currentls 
has a 10-13 percent growth rate and the Netherlands should 
prof’ from that. Onc must avon anvihing that could 
conflet with this mnierest.” 


Fokker Announces Additional Restructuring 
Measures 


BR 2312131998 Amsterdam Di VOLASARANT in 
Dutch 23 Dec 93 p 2 


[Unatirebuted article: “New Dramatic Cuts at Fokker— 
Cost of Airplanes To Be Reduced By W) Percent In Three 
Years] 
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[Excerpts] Aircraft builder Fokker 1s going to proceed with a 
new and very thorough reorganization. According to Board 
Chairman E. Nederkoorn, the company must cul its costs by 
¥) percent over the next three years. so as to become 
profitable again in 1995. In addition to Fokker’s own staff, 
which might have to cope with as many as | .000 lavofis. the 
suppliers will feel the measures most. 


Duc to persisicnt problems m the aviation industry. 
Fokker 1s forced to cut productaen and reduce the price 
of its airplanes. Twelve important foreign supplicrs wall 
have to assume pari of the risk. Fokker’s present rrsk- 
bearing partners, the German DASA (bodies) and the 
North-Irish Shorts (wings), will have to work for less. 
too. [passage omitted] 


Aficr this year's reconversion whic! ‘esulted in 1.480 
forced layoffs, Fokker now has 10,000 employees. Two 
years ago. the number of employees was still 13,000. In 
the company magazine “Trimviak.” Nederkoorn says 
that “new and decp cuts will be inevitabic, both among 
workers and al the top.” As to how many jobs will be 
lost, the rssuc wall only be decided m February. when the 
commissioncrs will approve a plan. [passage omitted] 


Nederkoorn argucs that the slump m the aviatoon 
industry. which started in 1990). 15 lasting longer than 
expected. “It 1s unrealistic and dangerous to wait for 
miracles to happen on the market.” Nederkoorn says. 
“The market dcicrmines the price, and the market can 
hardly pay our present sales prices.” 


Since last Apyil Fokker has beer part of Deutsche 
Acrospace (ASA). which owns $1 percent of the shares 
Fokker 1s having most trouble selling its Fokker-S0. Only 
seven orders have been placed thes vcar tor thes turbo- 
proo airplane. mcluding the five auplanes which wall be 
csdered yn the Scandimasian SVS thes week Fokker does 
evpect, howeser that the Draech Ree al No bone will 
orders how extended turbaprogys tho bokior-o0) tramspor- 
lation version, betore the end of the cummont voor 


Sales of the pct planes Fokker. 100 and bobkier 70—the 
short version lawnched m June— are porng bettey At the 
end of thes vear, there will be no more unsold Fokker- 
10's at Woensdrecht amport, while carher this vear, 
some 40 to SO airplanes “were catong grass.” as Fokker 
spokesman B. van Veen put 1. However at the end of 
thes vear, 12 unsold Fokker-S0's wall be wanting there. 


After its sight 199) profit, Fokker announced a 1 Smilin 
putider lows for 1994. Over 90 mutlion purlders are aturibut- 
able to the soctal scheme for the 1.480 lavolls. Nederkoorn 
beheves that 1994 wall be “hard” However, the new peor: 
gamzation which has now been annownced, should enable 
the company to make “structural” profa from 1995 
onwards 


Fokker 1s going to reduce its production from 100 airplanes 
a year to 5S or 60. This number 1s regarded as the strategic 
minimum. The company well stell remain the leading man- 
vlacturer of pct planes with approwmatcly 100 seats. Its 
market share 1s pow 32) percent. but should rise to 45 of 80 
percent. In the asrcrafi sector for 70-scaters. Fokker 1s the 
only manufacturer. [passage omitted] 
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Hurd: Limits to British Troop Involvement in 
Bosnia 


LD2712101293 London PRESS ASSOCIATION i= 
English 0952 GMT 27 Dec 93 


[By Chris Moncrieff, PRESS ASSOCIATION political 
editor] 


ead Rosman Saeritany Semis Same aay aneeee 
the Government's warning that British troops should not 

be expected to remain in Bosnia for ever. 

If the warring factions believed outside troops would 

remain in the area year after year they would lose the 

incentive to reach an agreoment, he said. 


There were three things Europeans could do: bring the 
parties together, apply pressures through sanctions and 
keep people alive. 


“These are three things outsiders can and are doing but 
a settlement to end the fighting will be reached, if it is 
reached, by the people doing the fighting,” Mr Hurd told 
the BBC Radio 4 Today program. 


“I am not saying that every step we have taken or the 
timing of every move has been correct. I do not think one 
can argue that, but I stick to the main point which 1s that 
we should do well whai we can do to help and not 
pretend that a solution is in our hands to impose on the 
people who are doing the fighting.” 


Mr Hurd added: “We are committed to this winter. We 
are keeping people alive. A number of European coun- 
tries, the British and French in the lead, are doing that. 
So long as that can usefully be done, we shall go on doing 
it. 

“But those doing the fighting cannot expect we will be 
dsing that for ever, because if they believe we are going 
to do it for ever then they lose the incentive actually to 
reach an agreement.” 

The present situation was deeply unsatisfactory, “which 
is a diplomatic word to describe a tragedy and th: 
tragedy 1s prolonged by all three sides.” 

The Serbs started it end bear a heavy responsibility, Mr 
Hurd said. 


“But an answer will only come if all three warring 
factions are willing to stop fighting and agree. 


“We do not want them to believe that indefinitely there 
is going to be a European army protecting a humani- 
tarian effort. 


“We have taken no decision but it should not be 
assumed that this commitment will go on year after year 


after year.” 

Asked whether Britain would take part in protecting the 
borders after any settlement was reached, Mr Hurd said: 
“The presence of American troops on the ground would 
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have to be part of the effort which is why it is a good 
thing that it is NATO doing the planning. 


“] cannot see circumstances in which it + wid be sen- 
sible for us, without Americans on the ground, to take 
part in that.” 


BBC Airs Program on Lockerbie 


LD2312221793 London BBC Re 
1920 GMT 21 Dec 93 


Network in English 


[“Silence over Lockerbie” program; © .wduced by cor- 
respondent Gerry Northam, portions enclosed with quo- 
tation marks recorded] 


[Text] [Unidentified local woman] “I saw something 
which resembled an atom bomb going off. There was this 
terrific mushroom of flame with smoke above ii. 


[Unidentified local man] “I was driving up the road in 
the car and | heard this horrible sound like a rushing, 
screaming noise and the whole sky just lit up, and then i 
was like liquid fire started to rain down on the car. 


{Second unidentified local man] “Just a huge, vast, 


enorme us re! glow, just lit up everywhere. I've never 
seen anything like it in my life, never. 


[Unidentified local woman] “With the lights of Locker- 
bie, the V shape of the nose was lit up as it hit the ground. 
The main part of the body behind the wings was miss- 
ing.” 

‘Northam] A total of 259 crew and passengers were on 
the plane, many of them American college students on 
their way home for Christmas, nobody survived. A 
further 11 people were killed by debris falling on the 
town. The average age of the dead was 27. It was by far 
the worst case of murder in British history, and it's still 
unsolved. 


[Unidentified American man] “I war awakened by a 
phone call from a friend of ours, who said, my God, 
there's just been a terrible plane crash in Britain. 


[Unidentified American woman] “And | looked at the 
television, where the wreckage was and | could just see 
ee ee Oey Se 


[Unidentified American man] “We went to JFK [Air- 
port] because we couldn't stay hon ©. and I think, well 
before we got into the car we knew .ne was dead. 


[Unidentified American woman] “i was in a state of 
horrible shock, | did'nt want to arrive at the airport, I 
wanted us to die on the way to the airport, I began to just 
scream and cry and I couldn't have held it back. 


[Unidentified American man] “Your child murdered, 
your child is killed, your child dies. This is what it looks 
like, this is what it does to you, this is the reality of it.” 
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[Northam] These parents along with others in Britain 
and America accused their governmcnts of diplomatic 
arwnesia over Lockerbie. They believe i's been conve- 
nient to pin all the blame on Libya, a (?pariah) state, and 
to play down evidence suggesting that the Government 
of Iran ordered the bombing and the Syrian ter/orist 
group planned it. 


{Unidentified parent] “I think that yustice dem2nds that 
the people who planned and perpetrated the . reme need 
to be brought to trial. Justice becomes a joke if tac truth 
is traded off against internativnal. political expediency.” 


[Northam] For this anniversary program. we have inves- 
tigated the claim of these parents that the children they 
lost have suffered a double attrocity, blown up by 
terrorists and now victims of a cover-up by govern- 
ments? While the British and American Governments 
blame only Libya. the United States ambassador fc. 
counterintelligence at the time of the Lockerbie 
bombing. Jerry Bremmer, believes the available intelli- 
gence points to a wider conspiracy. 


[Bremmer] “lt seems to me it's quite possible that all 
three of the governments; Iran, Syria and Libya have in 
some ways their hands involved in Pan-Am 103.” 


[Northam] So what bereaved parents like Daniel Cohen 
want to know is, have Syria and Iran been Iet off the 
hook over Lockerbie, when io other terrorist cases the 
United States bombed Libya and Iraq on the basis of 


intelhgence reports? 


[Unidentified American diplomat] “We're not saying 
wipe out the Syrians. wipe out the Iranians, wipe out the 
Libyans. We're not saying go blow up their airliners or 
anything like that. That's not what we are saying. We are 
looking for justice. When all this came out | was 
reminded of a [word indistinct] that I later ‘ooked up. 
and it talks about a political assassination and the 
Statement is: In matters like this if 1s Not so important 
who fired the gun, but who paid for the pullct. and I 
think we know who fired the gun, we still have i:ot been 
told who paid for the bullet.” 


[Northam] In the aftermath of the disaster 1 wasn't clear 
what had brought the plane down. There was always the 
possibility that it could have broken apayt in the high 
winds that sight, but even as the vast emergency opera- 
ts0.1 began senior ccuminal investigators like Buck Ravell 
of the FBI expected to be called i, 


[Ravell]* 1s soon as we heard how it nad occurred, that 
it had disintegrated in the air and had ramned down over 
some 800 square miles of Scotland I knew at that port 
thal it was an caplosion, an internal cxplosion, bul 1 was 
not until the day after Christmas that we actually knew 
we had a terrorist incident, but we presumed that from 
the outset.” 


[Unidentified Pitesh official] “Certainly my first 
thought was i's terrorism and it's a bomb and 1 will be 
of some Middle East source.” 
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[Northam] In Downing Street, Mrs. Thatcher's foreign 
affairs adviser Charles Pole began shortlisting suspects. 


[Pole] “My mind ran through the natural possibilstics, 
Libya in retaliation for the bombing of Libya, Iran in 
retaliation for the shooting down of the Iranian aircrafi 
over the Gulf, or possibly another Middle East group of 
known terrorists.” 


[Northam] Once the forensic ex idence proved it was a 
bomb, the question was: Who planted it? And who built 
it? Who ordered 1? Who paid? Both governments in 
London and Washington were already under pressure 
trying to explain how they had failed to act on all too 
accurate warnings, including one that tcrrorisis were 
planning to bomb a Pan-Am flight from Frankfurt to the 
United States. In carly January 1989, George Bush, the 
President-clect, about to fly home from a hunting hoil- 
iday in Texas, wanted to commit his administration to 
tough action. The prime suspect was Iran. Just after the 
bombing. mysterious phone calls to two London news 
agencies Claimed responsibility on behalf of Guardians 
of the islamic Revolution, as revenge for the Iranian 
Airbus shot down by ise Americans, the symmetry was 
striking. In July, 290 Muslims shot down in the Gulf 
shortly before a religious festival. Five months later 270 
people ‘ulled at Lockerbie, four days before Christmas. 
There was also forensic evidence. The bomb had been 
made bv packing Semtex into a Toshiba cassette record 
playe. It was almost identical to the radio bombs 
recently seized by German police near Frankfurt. They 
were made by a pro-Palestinian terrorist cell with its 
headquarters in Syria, and with strong links with the 
Government of Iran. The British Government and 
investigators have refused all our requests for interviews, 
but we know from Americans, including Buck Ravel, 
who directed the FBI investigation that the similarity 
between these bombs was considered a vital lead. 


[Ravell] “Our presumption after we got the facts, and we 
found a Toshiba radio and compared u with other 
known terrorrst incidents, was that this was an incident 
caused by the PFLP-GC [Popular Front for the Libera. 
tion of Palestine-Gencral Command) under Ahmad 
Jibril. The reason Seing that the Germans, in October 
1988, had broken up a ring of the PLFP-Ciencral Com- 
mand where they had almost identical devices. and we 
had iniclligerce that they intended to place them on 
passenger aircraft of Western nations and particularly 
U.S. carriers.” 


[Northam] The intelligence reports were sai’ to have 
come from clectronic surveillance and from informers 
inside the suspect group the PFLP-GC. oased in the 
Syrian capital of Damascus. It hat a history of airline 
bombings and its ‘cader, Ahmad Jibril, 1s reporicd to 
have told a press conference in 1986: There will be no 
safety for any traveller on an Isracli or a US. airliner. 


At the CIA, Vincent Canestraro and his cottceues in the 
group sct up to mvestigate Lockerbie tad a lot of 
intelligence on the activities of Jibril’s cell which had just 
been arrested in Germany. 
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[Canestraro] “We were able to establish that they had 
been planning at least five operations, and perhaps six 
operations. Two or three of those planned operations 
had to do with the destruction of aircraft. We also had 
independently established that two members of this 
group had cased and surveilled the Pan-American 
counter at the Frankfurt Airport, so we knew Frankfurt 
and Pan-Am itself were potential targets.” 


[Northam] And the CIA had tracked the links between 
Ahmad Jibril’s group and the Government of Iran with 
reports of particularly significant contacts in the months 
leading up to Lockerbie. 


[Canestraro] “We knew, for example, that Jibril had 
offered to the Iranian Government his services to avenge 
what he perceived and what the Iranians perceived as a 
blood debt incurred by the American shoot down, file 
name: $T010025.DUP, of the Iranian Airbus in the 
Persian Gulf during the summer of 1988. (Dalkhamani), 
who was Jibril’s chief of operations, had been sent to the 
al-Biqa’ valley to discuss with the head of the Pasdaran, 
the Iranian Revolutionary Guard, Jibril’s plans to carry 
out a number of terrorist operations against American 
targets. 


[Northam] “How do know that?” 


{Canestraro] “I think that the intelligence was so persua- 
sive, so exhaustive that there is no doubt.” 


[Northam] (Dalkhamani) was reported to be under 
observation by several intelligence agencies, including 
the CIA, the Germans, and the Israelis. They say he was 
in Germany for much of 1988 buying arms for Ahmad 
Jibril and shipping them back to Syria. When a known 
bomb maker arrived to join him near Frankfurt, 
(Dalkhamani) and his cell were put under increased 
surveillance and finally arrested in October 1988. In 
(Dalkhamani’s) car police found a bomb under a 
blanket; it was Semtex packed into a Toshiba radio 
cassette player, like the bomb used two months later at 
Lockerbie. Iran denies that it hired (Dalkhamani) to 
attack American targets. ine senior Iranian diplomat in 
London (Holomrasa Ansali) insists that his govern- 
ment’s hands are clean. 


{Ansali] “When you are attacked by a country, your 
revenge is counterattack. It doesn’t mean that you do 
something that you do not believe in. We do not believe 
mn such actions like bombing an aeroplane with innocent 
people in the air.” 


[Northam] “So, is it coincidence then, that 290 people 
died when an Iranian Airbus was shot down by the 
Americans, and that five months later 270 people, 
mostly Americans die, and Iran is suspected of the 
bombing? 


[Ansali] ““Many events happen in the world at the same 
time. As a principle we believe we are committed to 
Islam and we cannot accept such actions. 
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[Northam] “Then what did Tehran radio mean, saying it 
would be avenged in blood spattered skies? 


[Ansali] “I don’t know what you are talking about, but 
anyway, our people, our government cannot revenge like 
this, as a principle we are commit :d to Islam and we 
cannot believe in such actions.” 


[Northam] But in the months before Lockerbie the 
United States Government was alert to signs that Iran 
was preparing an attack. The Administration’s ambas- 
sador for counterintelligence, Gerry Bremmer, was per- 
suaded by intelligence he heard of a deal in which Iran 
commissioned the bombing of an airliner and Ahmad 
Jibril’s group was planning it. 


[Bremmer] “We considered it very reliable, and began to 
work with friendly intelligence agencies to track the 
activities of Jibril’s operatives. In December as we look 
back, we looked immediately at this Jibril operation 
which we had thought wrapped up at the end of October, 
with the question in our mind whether in fact the 
Germans had been able to arrest everybody—did they 
catch everybody, or was there someone missing, or in 
particular was there a bomb missing?” 


[Northam] Ambassador Bremmer thinks it likely that 
there was a bomb the German police missed. His judge- 
ment from the evidence is that once Ahmad Jibril’s cell 
in Germany was arrested, he handed the bombing on to 
his allies in Libya. 


[Bremmer] “Jibril went to the Libyans and said: I am in 
breach of a contract I have with the Iranians. Can you 
Libyans help me? It seems to me it was not, in the end, 
Jibril who conducted the attack, though he had a con- 
tract to do it. It was the Libyans who conducted the 
attack, and we know from our previous intelligence that 
Ahmad Jibril had very close relations with the Libyans, 
and it is clear that his group had the kinds of bomb in 
radios that was the kind of bomb that in the end brought 
down Pan-Am 103.” 


[Northam] But if that is what happened then it would 
take strong nerve indeed to live up to the promise 
President Bush had made to seek hard and punish firmly 
and decisively those responsible for the Lockerbie 
bombing. To Ambassador Bremmer it could mean car- 
rying the investigation to the top of three sovereign 
states. 


[Bremmer] “Iran, because it originally set up the idea of 
the revenge; Libya, because it seems to have conducted 
the attack itself; and the Syrians, because they know 
perfectly well everything that Ahmad Jibril does. He has 
his headquarters in Damascus; the Syrians must have 
known of Jibril’s operations as they know of the opera- 
tions of everybody in Damascus. 


[Northam] “And could have stopped him? 


[Bremmer] “Of course, there’s very little that happens in 
Damascus that the Syrian Government can't stop. 
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[Northam] “But they didn’t stop it? 
[Bremmer] “No.” 


[Northam] In the spring of 1990, as the Lockerbie 
investigation was well into its second year, the United 
States Government kept Syria and Iran ai the top of its 
published list of states which sponsor terrorism. Both 
were diplomatic outcasts, but Washington and London 
saw a need to improve relations, particularly with Syria 
because of its importance in the developing peace pro- 
cess in the Middle East. Then on 2 August 1990 came a 
more urgent reason for the West to make new friends: the 
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait. Britain and America both saw 
it as vital to have Syria as an ally, and Iran at least 
neutral in the battle against Saddam Husayn, and all the 
while there were Terry Waite and John McCarthy, and 
the other hostages being held by supporters of Iran in 
territory controlled by Syria. There was a lot to gain from 
better relations if only Locherbie weren't in the way. In 
September 1990, James Baker, the U.S. secretary of 
State, visited Syria, and Britain restored diplomatic 
relations with Iran. Within a month reports began to leak 
out of a dramatic new piece of forensic evidence linking 
Libya to the Lockerbie bomb. It was a couple of square 
centimeters of charred circuit board from an electronic 
timer, said to have set the bomb off. It matched timers 
seized before Lockerbie from Libyan agents. For Buck 
Ravell and his team at the FBI it meant a new direction 
in the inquiry. 


[Ravell] “It was a forensic investigation that led us to 
focus on the Libyan intelligence service and then to be 
able to identify two specific invididuals. The recovery of 
a microchip was identified back to a particular factory in 
Switzerland and we were able to trace that back to a sale 
to Libyans. 


[Northam] “How firmly did that electronic fragment and 
the forensic evidence that you got from it point towards 
Libya? 


[Ravell] “Well, I can't discuss the evidence, but suffice to 
say it was sufficient for indictments to be returned in 
both the U.S. and in Scotland, so that obviously means 
we feel very, very confident that we have identified the 
right people that have now been indicted.” 


[Northam] Only one small firm made these timers, 
Mebbow in Zurich. One of the directors, Edwin Bollier, 
positively identified the fragment from a photograph. He 
was never allowed to see the origina! because it was being 
kept as evidence, and said he was certain that it came 
from one of only seven or eight prototype timers made in 
1985 and sold to Libya. 


[Bollier] “It 1s absolutely clear that the fragment comes 
from a so-called zero series, that is the first prototype 
because one side was not coated with lacquer which 
points to prototypes made in 1985. 


[Northam] “So you are quite sure that this was from the 
prototype production of this timer? 
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[Bollier] “Absolutely, yes.” 


[Northam] Three years ago Herr Bollier told the Lock- 
erbie investigators that these prototype timers had been 
sold only to Libya. His statement was vital in framing 
indictments against the two Libyan suspects. The polit- 
ical head of the U.S. criminal inves’ ‘gation at the time of 
the indictments, Robert Muller, sees no room for doubt 
that the timer that set off the Lockerbie bomb came from 
Libya. 

[Muller] “From our perspective I think that the piece of 
evidence from the circuit board is indisputably from a 
particular timer that was purchased by Libya. 


[Northam] “It couldn't be purchased by anyone else?. 
[Muller] “No. 

[Northam] “Are you sure of that? 

[Muller] “Yes.” 


[Northam] But last month Herr Bollier told us that he 
had recently altered his evidence. He say's that at the 
start of October of this year, he told investigators that 
while five of the prototype timers did go to Libya in 
1985, a further two were delivered to the East German 
Government at about the same time. 


[Bollier] “I remember that two such timers were deliv- 
ered to the East German Army. I took them myself to 
East Berlin in 1985 to a representative of the purchasing 
department for the Army and Police. I know the name of 
this gentleman. 


[Northam] “Will you tell me his name? 
{Bollier] “No. 
[Northam] “Why not? 


[Boller] “Because the investigation is still in progress, 
and I wouldn't like to prejudice the enquiries.” 


[Northam] Herr Bollier says he was reminded of this 
delivery to East Germany by one of his staff, Ulrich 
Lumpert, an engineer, who says he remembers having to 
come in to work on a Saturday to get the prototype 
timers ready. 


[Lumpert] “The first two prototypes had to be produced 
quickly, and I had to get them finished quickly so that 
Herr Bollier could take them to East Germany. It was in 
1985." 


[Northam] If Herr Lumpert is right then the small piece 
of circuit board may not after all prove a Libyan con- 
nection, but more important still, he says he told the 
investigators about the East German link when he was 
first questioned in late 1990, a full year before the 
indictment of the two Libyans. He says there were 
British, American, and Swiss detectives present when he 
was interviewed. 
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{Lumpert] “I told the police that I rernembered that the 
first two had gone to East Berlin. I told them that when 
I was interviewed in November 1990.” 


[Northam] To Vincent Canestraro, one of the officers 
who led the CIA investigation of Lockerbie, the evidence 
that East Germany may have had timers like the one that 
set off the Lockerbie bomb is of exceptional importance 
because of the well-documented links in 1988 between 
the East German secret police, the Stasi, and the West 
German cell of Ahmad Jibril’s PLFP-General Com- 
mand. 


[Canestraro] “We know that there was a very symbiotic 
relationship between the PLFP-GC and the Stasi. We 
also knew at the time that much of the infrastructure to 
Jibril’s operational cells was contained in East Germany 
and supported by the Stasi. 


[Northam] “So in 1988 when Jibril’s group was planning 
operations in Germany, there was an active link between 
PLFP-GC and the Stasi? 


[Canestraro] “There was a very clear link between the 
Stasi and the PLFP-GC. 


[Northam] “If :t were the case that Mebbow, the Zurich 
firm had supplied these prototypes not exclusively to the 
Libyan Army, but some to the Libyan Army and some to 
the Stasi, what would that mean? 


[Canestraro] “That would mean that the PLFP-GC of 
Ahmad Jibril would have had another source of supply 
for detonators.” 


[Northam] When the link was first made to the Swiss 
firm and through them to Libya in 1990, the press was 
briefed that this new forensic evidence did nothing to 
put Iran and Syria in the clear. The piece of circuit board 
only identified the timer—the bomb itself still pointed to 
Ahmad Jibril’s group. But, at the same time, govern- 
ments began to act as if Syna and Iran had been cleared 
of suspicion. President Bush broke an embargo of 13 
years by holding a meeting with the Syrian president, 
and Douglas Hurd announced that after a four-year 
break Britain was resuming diplomatic links with Syria. 
There was an outcry from the champions of counterter- 
rorism and some relatives of the dead of Pan-Am 103, 
like the Rev. John Mosey, felt that they, too, could smell 
a rat. 


[Moscey] “It does seem strange to us that whilst there's so 
much certainty and all the evidence was pointing toward 
the Syrian-based terrorist group, financed from Iran, all 
of a sudden it’s all worth nothing and and there's a 
switch. That has disturbed us a great deal and I think, 
needing the help of Syria and Iran in the Middle East and 
in the war that was coming against Saddam Husayn, it 
could well be that attention was switched. We needed 
those people, but who needed al-Qadhdhafi?” 


[Northam] Reports in the press reflected an important 
change. After another month, Libya was not only 
involved in the bombing but was behind it. The new tone 
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quickly seemed to pay dividends. At the start of 1991 
Syria was part of the military alliance which defeated 
Iraq, while Iran stayed neutral. Two months later a 
Western diplomat was quoted as saying: We now have 
adequate satisfaction that Syria has disjoined itself from 
terrorism. 


There was no explanation what this meant. Then in 
mid-1991 unnamed officials were quoted saying: The 
evidence against Libya has effectively absolved Syria 
over Locherbie. 


And when the formal indictments on Pan-Am 103 were 
announced in mid-November 1991 the U.S. attorney 
general, William Barr, had only two names in the frame. 


[Barr] “Our job was to determine whether we could 
indict anybody for the bombing of Pan-Am 103 and the 
evidence we had supported the indictment of the Lib- 
yans. We didn’t care where the evidence led, and at the 
time of the indictments the evidence supported the 
indictment of the Libyans.” 


[Northam] American relatives of the Lockerbie dead got 
a briefing on the indictments by the administration. The 
relatives’ report of the meeting shows a senior member 
of the U.S. Justice Department telling them that it was 
merely coincidental that shortly before Lockerbie both 
Ahmad Jibril’s agents and the Libyans were building 
Semtex bombs into Toshiba radios to attack American 
aircraft. The relatives couldn't believe this coincidence, 
and nor could the recently retired CIA investigator, 
Vincent Canestraro. 


[Canestraro] “The Libyans have been a supporter of the 
PLFP-GC, they have provided quarterly subsidies to the 
PLFP-GC. The PLFP-GC was represented in Tripoli, so 
then to turn around and indicate that, by the way, they 
were planning to destroy an American airliner and 
Libyan intelligence was planning to destroy an American 
airliner. This was done completely independently and 
without coordination. I think it is probably a very large 
leap of faith.” 


[Northam] The small print of the U.S. State Department 
briefing paper on the indictments said it could not rule 
out a broader conspiracy and other governments or 
terrorist organizations. But that is just what the State 
Department's own spokesman did seem to rule out in his 
widely reported remark at the press conference that 
Lockerbie was a Libyan Government operation from 
start to finish. 


President Bush led the headlines saying: The Syrians 
took a bum rap over Lockerbie. Some of the American 
relatives, like Daniel Cohen, already suspicious of their 
government's motives, became enraged. 


[Cohen] “There was a great orgy of patting themselves on 
the back and how careful they had been. how wonderful 
it was that they had been able to reconstruct this little 
tiny timer. You didn't hear Syria and you didn't hear 
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Iran, you heard Libya, and it was Libya only, and they 
concentra‘ed on these particular two individuals, the two 
hit men, w.sically.” 


[Northam] When former CIA investigator Vincent 
Canestraro read the President's remark about the Syr- 
ian’s taking a bum rap he could hardly believe it. 


[Canestraro] “I was outraged because I didn’t think that 
there was anything in the nature of the indictment itself 
that excluded a Syrian role in the operation and it 
seemed to me a rushed judgement to exculpate the 
Syrians and to let them off a possible hook.” 


[Northam] Neither George Bush nor his secretary of 
State was willing to be interviewed for this program. 
When we asked the State Department for an interview 
about the suspicion that Syria and Iran were involved in 
Lockerbie, they told us the request was frivolous. But 
one of Bush's senior colleagues, as director of the FBI 
and then the CIA, Judge William Webster, was more 
forthcoming. He told us that President Bush was quite 
concious of Syria's importance in the Gulf war and the 
Middle East peace talks. 


[Webster] “Certainly if we had to pick our demon we'd 
rather have al-Qadhdhafi than someone who made a 
peacemaking role in the future. I think that to have 
allowed others to conclude that Syria was behind all this 
would have been taken as a great affront if the President 
had not said something to say that he wasn’t one of those 
who believed that. 


[Northam] “Who would have taken it as an affront? 
[Webster] “Well, Assad for one. 


[Northam] “And what would that have meant for the 
United States? 


[Webster] “I hope neither of us are making too much of 
this but it would have poisoned the well in an emerging, 
but still fragile, cooperative relationship with respect to 
peace in the Middle East.” 


[Northam] Gerry Bremmer, the U.S. ambassador for 
counterterrorism at the time of the Lockerbie bombing, 
was out of government when the State Department and 
President Bush directed all the blame on to Libya. 


[Bremmer] “Il am uncomfortable with that because I find 
that certain of the things that happened, like the kind of 
bomb that was used, suggested some kind of a contact 
with the Jibril organization. The fact that Libya is guilty 
does not prove Syria’s innocence. 


[Northam] “So what did President Bush mean when he 
said that Syria took a bum rap? 


[Bremmer] “You would have to ask President Bush. | 
mean we are not children here, we understand that there 
other aspects of foreign policy than just the fight against 
terrorism. There cannot be a peace in the Middle East 
without Syria, and so | think secretaries of state and 
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presidents wisely have always had to weigh the question: 
How hard do you push Syria on their involvement in 
terrorism, versus the desire to have them engage in some 
way, or at least not hostile to a peace process?” 


[Northam] And there other, almost immediate benefits. 
Just three days after the State Department and the 
Foreign Office exhonorated Syria and Iran. Two hos- 
tages, Terry Waite and the American Tom Sutherland, 
were released by their pro-Iranian captors at the head- 
quarters of Syrian intelligence. Within three weeks all the 
remaining hostages were set free. Press reports made the 
link to Lockerbie. The DAILY TELEGRAPH, for 
example, talked of the recent vindication of Syria and 
Iran and said that without it Mr. Waite would still be 
languishing in a Beirut cellar. But Sir Charles Pole 
maintains that there was no deal, so was the timing just 
another coincidence. 


[Pole] “If your mind is set as such that you believe that 
governments make deals to release hostages, then of 
course one’s suspicions are aroused. If statements are 
made and then there appears to be a reaction, and of 
course there are sometimes some rather unhappy coin- 
cidences. [sentence as heard] All I can say to you ts had 
you been closely involved in this whole issue of hostages, 
the British Government remained absolutely firm 
throughout this period on its policy of no deals for 
hostages. Absolutely firm! I don’t believe it has wavered 
since.” 


[Northam] Sir Charles Pole’s account is supported by the 
Iranian Government. The head of their diplomatic mis- 
sion in London, Gholam Reza Ansari, also insists that it 
was a coincidence that the hostages were freed so soon 
after Syria and Iran were put in the clear. 


[Ansari] “I think the only reason that Iran did her best 
for releasing the hostages was the humanitarian efforts 
and humanitarian aspects. 


[Northam] “So is it just a coincidence that it was three 
days after statements in London and Washington, which 
were taken to exhonerate Iran and Syria, that two of the 
most important hostages were released? 


[Ansari] “You know, I think you cannot consider events 
in the world in such a way [that] anything that happens 
we should link it with something else that is happening in 
another part of the world. There is no link between these 
two things that you raised. 


[Northam] “So these hostages have been held, in some 
cases for five or more years, statements which are taken 
to exonerate Syria and Iran are made and within three 
weeks all remaining hostages are released, and that’s just 
a coincidence? 


[Ansari] “Of course, maybe. You know, we have done 
our best during these five years to release the hostages 
and some day that happened, so there is no link.” 


[Northam] But on both sides of the Atlantic, relatives of 
the dead of Pan-Am 103 were convinced that their 
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governments made a calculation of the greatest good for 
the greatest number. Nothing could be done to bring 
back the dead of Lockerbie. If a political spin-off from 
the investigation of their murders could bring tangible 
gains for the living, might that not be a price worth 
paying? A balance between the hostages, the potential for 
peace in the Middle East and 270 lost casualties, like 
Theo, the daughter of Daniel Cohen. 


[Cohen] “We've heard them all: We can't do anything 
now because of the hostage crisis; we cannot do anything 
now because of Desert Storm—there are always bigger 
fish to fry. Amazing how many people told me: Well, 
why are you doing this? You can't bring her back alive. 
All night, what does the word justice mean? All you do ts 
commit a murder and they say: You can't bring them 
back so, therefore, let's not bother with this. The mur- 
derers are too powerful, the murderers are too useful. 
When Bill Clinton became President, Daniel Cohen 
hoped for a change of policy. He and his wife Susan had 
a written commitment from Mr. Clinton in a letter he 
sent them during the presidential campaign. It was 
sympathetic and determined. The tone was set by one of 
Mr. Clinton’s advisers on counterterrorism, a long- 
standing government consultant, Dr. Robert Cupper- 
man, of Georgetown University. It was Dr. Cupperman 
who arranged a personal reply from the candidate. 


[Cupperman] “I felt that our government needed to be 
compassionate. It had to make up its own mind as to 
whether it was going to go after the Syrians, and how, if 
at all. I felt that then-candidate Clinton could take a few 
minutes aside and deal with the horrors of terrorism and 
the emotions and needs of the Cohens and families of 
other victums. And he did, and he wrote them a nice 
letter.” 


[Northam] Part of Mr. Clinton’s letter said this: | will 
ensure that all questions regarding Syrian and Iranian 
involvement in the Pan-Am 103 tragedy are addressed 
and fully answered. The United States owes it to the 
victims’ families to see that these charges are thoroughly 
investigated. 


So, what has happened since President Clinton took 
over? The White House has failed to answer our repeated 
requests for information, and Mr. and Mrs. Cohen feel 
they have been let down. Mr. Clinton's letter was just 
another campaign promise. 


[Cohen] “Whatever Pan-Am 103 may be to us, it has a 
very, very low priorty to this Administration. You 
know: We will pursue the lincs of investigation that lead 
to Libya and we're not going to push too hard on the 
other people because Libya ts casy to push, Iran 1s bigger. 
and Syria 1s bigger and you push them and get bigger 
problems, and so just sort of Ict it §) and maybe it will 
eventually go away. It's just not an issue with them. It's 
an issue with them only when it embarrasses them, only 
when it comes up and bites them. Then suddenly they 
begin scurrying around a little bit. Other than that, just 
let sleeping dogs lie.” 
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[Northam] Reluctantly Dr. Robert Cupperman, who 
advised the Clinton campaign, has reached the same 
conclusion. He has watched, first the Bush Administra- 
tion, and now the Clinton Administration juggling the 
interests of justice and pragmatism over Lockerbie. 
Faced now with one solid foreign policy success over the 
Middle East, he doesn’t expect the new President to put 
it in jeopardy by an excess of zeal in the Lockerbie 
investigation. So what does Dr. Cupperman now say to 
Mr. and Mrs. Cohen's charge that the campaign promise 
he engineered was worthless? 


{Cupperman] “My guess is that they are right. You 
know, were | president, a job | am thoroughly unquali- 
fied for, | don’t know that I could do better. And yet I am 
terribly angry over the matter. It all becomes futile and I 
wonder whether I am as much at fault as those in the 
senior-most positions of government trying to avoid 
facing the Syrians and others when it’s not clez * >” 
Libya was acting alone.” 


[Northam] Which puts the Cohens and other families of 
the dead back to square one. The official line from 
governments in London and Washington is that they 
must wait along with everyone else for the two Libyan 
suspects to surrender for trial. The U.S. attorney general, 
who issued the indictments against the Libyans, told us 
that he does not expect this to happen, short of the fall of 
Colonel al-Qadhdhafi. But the former Downing Street 
adviser, Sir Charles Pole, is keeping his spirits up. 


[Pole] “i think it’s to the credit of everyone concerned 
that they set about this task professionally knowing that 
it was going to take a long time, but utterly determined to 
follow it through to the end, to collect every little bit of 
evidence to put it together and construct the strongest 
possible case. It has taken time, justice sometimes does 
take time. My hope is that in the end justice will be 
done.” 


[Northam] And Robert Muller, who directed the U.S. 
criminal investigation of the Justice Department, main- 
tains that all lines of enquiry, wherever they lead, are still 


open. 


[Muller] “It would be the fervent hope of any prosecutor 
to pursue every lead until every last person who is 
involved, whether that person be Libyan, Syrian, Iranian 
was indicted, prosecuted, sentenced, and jailed for their 
involvement in that crime.” 


[Northam] But it’s hard to see how Syrians could be 
found guilty of planning the Lockerbie bomb when 
President Bush announced so publicly that they had 
been falsely accused, and if the Syrians took a bum rap 
there wouldn't be much of a case lefi against the Iranians 
who were believed to have commissioned them for the 
attack. The relatives we've interviewed for this program, 
like Susan Cohen, who lost her 20-year-old daughter, 
believe there will be no justice for the 270 people killed. 
The lesson for them, five years on, is that if the crime is 
big enough and the guilty are important enough, they can 
get away with it. 











FBIS-WEU-93-246 
27 December 1993 


[Susan Cohen] “What you have ts a mass murder. 
horribly cruel and unjust, mostly young kids, young 
people on that plane, and if you say that they can just die, 
and we forget it. When you start down the road of 
forgetfulness and cover up, you can forget and cover up 
anything. Now I don't think there is any excuse for 
allowing this crime to happen and being part of a 
cover-up.” 


Crisis at Gatwick Ends; Passengers Leave Plane 


LD2412223593 London PRESS ASSOCIATION in 
English 2224 GMT 24 Dec 93 


[By Roger Williams and Rebecca Maer, PRESS ASSO- 
CIATION] 


[Text] Nearly 170 passengers on a holiday jet were 
caught up in an apparent hijack bid drama tonight when 
aman on board claimed he had a bomb in his briefcase. 


The Airbus A320 charter plane was on its way from 
Athens to Gatwick Airport when the man warned he had 
a bomb. 


A spokesman for the airline, Excalibur—an independent 
charter company based at East Midlands Airport—said 
the details of how the man made his threat known were 
unclear. 


“But the captain had a look at the man and decided he 
was a low-risk individual. He continued to Gatwick and 
landed at 8.30 pm.” 


The plane was sent to a remote part of the airport where 
danger to installations and other aircraft would be min- 
imised, he said. 


UNITED KINGDOM 15 


Police surrounded the plane and made contact. About an 
hour and a half later the alert was suddenly over. 


“There is no longer a threat—there was no bomb,” the 
Excalibur spokesman said. “The passengers are leaving 
the plane.” 


Bomb Explodes in Northern Ireland After 
Cease-Fire Ends 

LD2712011893 London PRESS ASSOCIATION in 
English 0109 GMT 27 Dec 93 


[By lan Graham, PRESS ASSOCIATION in Belfast] 


[Text] A bomb exploded in Northern Ireland early 
today—just minutes after the midnight end of the IRA’s 
Christmas ceasefire. 


The bomb went off in the Co [County] Tyrone village of 
Fintona at 12.16 am, said the Royal Ulster Constabu- 


lary. 
A spokesman said there were believed to be casulties 


after the fire brigade sent to the scene called for an 
ambulance. 


The target of the bombing was not known but was 
thought to be the local police station, which was closed at 
the time. 


The blast was a clear sign that the IRA was not prepared 
to continue the 72-hour ceasefire, even unofficially, 
while it continued to decide its response to the Downing 
Street Declaration and the calls by the British and Irish 
premiers for peace. 


The peace calls were backed over Christmas by the 
Queen, Irish church leaders and politicians. 
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Kinkel Expresses ‘Outrage’ Over Sarajevo 
Fighting 

LD2412174393 Hamburg DPA in German 1704 GMT 
24 Dec 93 


[Text] Bonn (DPA)}—Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel has 
expressed his “outrage” at the continued use of weapons 
and the offensive combat in Sarajevo. It was incompre- 
hensible that the fighting was continuing unabated after 
the Christmas cease-fire agreed upon in Brussels, Kinkel 
said today in Bonn. 


The parties to the conflict clearly did not want peace. 
Kinkel stressed that those responsible for breach of 
promise would have to be held to their word. Every 
effort would have to be made to achieve a peaceful 
solution still. 


Distressed at Cease-Fire Breach 


LD2612125293 Berlin DDP in German 1146 GMT 26 
Dec 93 


[Text] Bonn (DDP/ADN)—Foreign Minister Klaus 
Kinkel has expressed his distress at the breach of the 
Christmas cease-fire in Bosnia. It was “horrifying and 
inconceivable” that the shooting in Sarajevo and the 
fighting in central Bosnia were continuing despite the 
cease-fire agreed upon in Brussels, Kinkel said today in 
Bonn. This was ‘further bitter evidence of the scrupu- 
lousness and cynicism” of the warring factions. 


The fighting at Christmas only leads to the conclusion 
that the parties to the conflict clearly do not want peace. 
Apparently, at the moment all that remains ts a chance to 
mitigate the greatest suffering by delivering humani- 
tarian aid, Kinkel said. 


Turkey's Demirel Pardons, Releases German 
Journalist 


LD2312183093 Hamburg DPA in German 1609 GMT 
23 Dec 93 


[Text] Freiburg/Ankara (DPA)—Afiter 14 months 
imprisonment in Turkey, the German journalist Stephan 
Waldberg was pardoned today by President Suleyman 
Demirel and released from custody in Buca Prison near 
Izmir, his father, Herbert Waldberg told DPA this after- 
noon. His son is currently in the care of consular officers 
and will spend the night in Izmir. He is expected to 
arrive in Stuttgart by plane on Friday [24 December]. 


Turkish Envoy Comments on Cooperation Talks 


TA2312195293 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1800 GMT 23 Dec 93 


|Announcer-read report over video] 


[Text] The Turkish-German political, legal, and security 
cooperation talks that began in Bonn yesterday ended 
today. 
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Onur Oymen, the Turkish ambassador to Bonn, spoke to 
Turkish Radio and Television about the talks. He sai’ 
they were held in a favorable atmosphere, adding: The 
developments in the wake of the banning of the PKK 
[Workers Party of Kurdistan] in Germany were dis- 
cued. 


Ambassador Oymen said that the Turkish side expressed 
its concern over the efforts by certain circles to under- 
mine the positive atmosphere created between the two 
coustries after the PKK terrorist organization was 
banned. He stressed that the German delegation 
approached the issue favorably and assured the Turkish 
team that Germany will not make any concessions 


regarding this matter. 


Paper Reports Closer Ties Among Neo-Nazis 
AU2712134993 Berlin NEUE ZEIT in German 23 Dec 
93 p3 


[Report by Frank E. Lippold: “Zhirinovskiy Is Already 
Known in Thuringia™] 


[Text] Berlin—Just as at the beginning of December in 
Vienna, the bomb, which injured five members of an 
Albanian family—some of them seriously—in Melle 
near Osnabrueck, Lower Saxony last Saturday [18 
December] also came by mail. However, not only the 
same means of transportation and the similar technology 
gave rise to assumptions among German and Austrian 
security authorities that there might be a connection 
between the parcel bomb and the series of letter bombs. 
Even though police do not yet have any clue to the 
motive and the perpetrators of the attack in Melle, the 
method of carrying it out indicates the perpetrators can 
probably be found in right-wing extremist circles. 
German right-wing extremists cultivate close contacts 
with like-minded people in Austria. 


Obviously, the contacts go via the “National Initiative 
for Freedom for Gottfried Kuessel,” which has its seat in 
Hesse. According to Gert-Uwe Mende, spokesman of the 
Interior Ministry in Wiesbaden, this initiative was 
founded at the beginning of October 1993 by neo-Nazis 
from Austria and Germany in Langen, the place where 
right-wing extremist Michael Kuehnen, who had died in 
1991, worked. According to a flier, it primarily works for 
the rescission of the “terror sentence” against Kuessel. 
The head of the VAPO [Extraparliamentary Opposition 
Loyal to the People]. the core of the militant Austrian 
rightists, was sentenced to a 10-year prison term for 
neo-Nazi propaganda in Vienna in September. 


At the same time, however, the initiative is also aiming 
at linking up the European neo-Nazi scene. In a flier, the 
cohesion of all alleged “fighters” is conjured up. 
National and “group cgotisms” must be set aside “in 
view of the current persecution of any nationalist.” 


Ties of various national right-wing extremist organiza- 
tions, which lead abroad, meet primarily in Denmark. In 
Kollund, the German Thies Christophersen—a former 
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SS guard who fied from eight months in prison in the 
FRG in 1986—1s operating an international publication 
center for aeo-Nazts, the Nordland publication house. 
The brochure “Der Einblick,” which was probably col- 
lated in Manz. was reportedly mailed im Reinders in 
Denmark. “Der Einblick” contains 250 addresses of 
political opponents and calls for acts of violence. In 
addition. as has been said tn police circles, the explosives 
for the Vienna letter bombs might come from Copen- 
hagen. Already in 1992 German security experts noticed 
a rising number of mectings of German and foreign 
right-wing extremist on this side and on the other side of 
the borders. 


Close Relations for a Long Time 


Among others. neo-Nazis from Belgium, Denmark, 
France, Great Britain, the Netherlands, Austria, Sweden, 
Switzerland, and Spain came to the FRG. The 1992 
Constitutional Protection report classifies the meeting of 
Gerhard Frey. chairman of the German People’s Union 
(DVU) and Viadimir Zhirinovskiy, chairman of the 
Russian Liberal Democrai‘c Party, in Thuringia in 
August as the “most spectacular mecting™ of this kind. 


These two ight-wing extremists in Munich and Moscow 
have been 1 contact for quite some time. In May 1992, 
Frey. Jr. went to Moscow at Zhirinovskiy’s invitation; in 
October the Russian then spoke at a DVWU rally in 
Passau. Gerhard Frey is a frequent guest of the ultrana- 
tonalists in the East; most recently he attended their 
party congress im April. One brown turn deserves 
another. The German affirmed that the Russia's victory 
is “the orflamme for the two greatest peoples of the 
Ocendent standing shoulder-to-shoulder.” Zhirimovskiy 
repaid the favor with nawwous adulation, claiming that 
“the new Germany ben” in the ranks of Frey's 
comrades. However, other nco-Nazis are also currying 
favor with the man from Moscow, such as the self- 
proclaimed “Reichsverweser™ [regent] and sentenced 
former terrorist Manfred Roeder. 


In Germany, the nght-wing extremists are also moving 
closer together. Baden-Wuerttemberg Interior Minister 
Birze’y (Social Democratic Party of Germany) reported 
on am creasing trend toward isolation and secret 
actions 


Differences Are Set Aside 


Undercover investigators of the Office of the Protection 
of the Constitution and the Land Office of Criminal 
Investigations have discovered cfforts to forge a unified 
“right front”—for imstance between the DVU, the 
National Democratic Party of Germany (NDP). the 
Liberal Workers Party (FAP), the German League for 
People and Home, as well as the Crusaders for Germany. 
According to Birzele, the rightist terrorist scene, which 
comprises more than 40,000 people, is getting together 
ever more closely: “Internal differences are set aside for 
the benefit of more intensive cooperation in the interest 
of alleged common goals.” 
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Kinkel Outlines Nation's Role After Unification 


AU2412183793 Hamburg BILD in German 24 Dec 93 p 
2 


{interview with Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel by Dezso 
Pinter, place and date not given: “Kinkel: We Germans 
Are Surrounded by Friends™] 


[Text] [Pinter] What changed role does Germany inter” 
to play in the world after unification” 


[Kinkel] “Politics is gcography”—this sentence applies 
to Germany more than to any other country. Afier the 
end of the East-West conflict, we have moved from the 
fringe of West Europe to the center—the center of a 
continent that is undergoing a phase of fundamental 
structural changes in all areas. The changes in Europe 
have led to a fortunate situation for our country: Ger- 
many is united 2ad, for the first time in its history, 
surrounded only by fricnds. The supreme goal of 
German foreign policy must be to preserve this state. 


German foreign policy 1s facing particular challenges in 
the following three spheres: The conditions for our 
freedom and economic prosperity must be ensured. 
Second, closer links must be established among our 
eastern neighbors and the European Union, NATO, and 
the Western European Union [WEU]. Third, we must 
make our contribution within the framework of the 
United Nations. 


[Pinter] What would you reply to those who are afraid of 
German hegemony? 


[Kinkel] | consider hegemony in a Europe that 1s char- 
acterized by numerous structures of cooperation impos- 
sibic. Our foreign policy interests are intertwined with 
those of other countrics in many ways. Thus, we also 
depend on others. However, being the largest country in 
West Europe, we must take into consideration the inter- 
ests of others. Some things have become easier after 
reunification and after we achieved full sovereignty. Yet 
sovereignty docs not mean and must not mean that we 
are suddenly seized by megalomania. We are currently 
slowly trying to assume greater responsibility. In this 
process, we want to be cautious vis-a-vis our partners 
and ourselves. 


[Pinter] What military-political security system do you 
think could guarantee the territorial integrity of the 
states in this region? 


[Kinkel] Germany advocates closer links between the 
states in Central and East Europe and the Euro-Atlantic 
institutions. In the long run, it would like to offer them 
the prospect of membership. However, closer links 
between the states in Central and East Europe and 
NATO or the WEU, particularly in the sphere of security 
policy, should not lead to new breaks and delimitation. 
In the future, it will only be possible to achieve security 
in Europe together, and not against cach other. 
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[Pinter] In Hungary, the general view prevails that 
Hungary's integration into Europe can neither be inten- 
sive nor efficient enough without Germany's participa- 
tion. 


[Kinkel] The Federal Government has repeatedly stated 
that the European Union must not become an isolated 
club of prosperous countries. The same reasons that 
spoke in favor of founding the European Community 40 
years ago, are now speaking in favor of expanding it. No 
other country must be as interested as Germany im 
extending the “West” as fast and as far as possible to the 
“East.” 


Defense Minister Issues New Year Statement 


LD2712112993 Hamburg DPA in German 0839 GAT 
27 Dec 93 


[Text] Bonn (DPA)}—Federal Defense Minister Volker 
Ruche has voiced concern about the security situation. 
In a statement issued for the New Year, Ruche said in 
Bonn today that the potential for crisis and conflict close 
to home and further afield is “a cause for concern and 
disquiet.” Appropriate security precautions are the order 
of the day. “We have a long way to go to reach the 
stability which the new Europe needs to rebuild itself.” 


According to Ruche, the united Germany may no longer 
face a direct threat, “but everything which makes the 
situation in Europe so unstable affects us sooner or 
later,” the minister said. Therefore, it is very much in 
Germany's interests that NATO and the European 
Union and prosperity and democracy should not end at 
Germany's eastern borders. NATO has to remain intact 
and that will best be achieved by NATO gearing itself for 
new tasks. 


In Ruche’s view, Germany needs armed forces which 
will be in a position to play an appropriate part in all 
NATO tasks. “We have to be in a position to provide the 
essential forces for our national defense ourselves,” the 
minister said. Furthermore, Germany has to play its part 
as a key country in the European Union. “We have to 
help ensure that Europe will be able to act militarily.” It 
is foreseeable that Europe could casily be in a position 
where it even has to cope with crises and conflicts 


independently. 


Ruche pointed out how dramatically the challenges 
facing the United Nations have grown. In recent years 
there have been as many UN missions as in the previous 
40 years. The number of blue helmet soldiers has 
increased over the same period to more than 80,000. “In 
this situation the United Nations has to rely on able and 
willing democracies,” the minister stressed. Germany 
also has to fulfill its international responsibilities and 
make its contribution, “as we have proved in recent 
months.” 
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Siemens Reportedly Processes Nuclear Fuel in 
Siberia 


AU2712111693 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
RUNDSCIIAU in German 24 Dec 93 p 1 


[Report by Joachim Wille: “Siemens Has Nuclear Fuel 
Processed in Russian “uclear Factory™] 


[Text] Frankfurt/Main, 23 Dec—Siemens AG and the 
FRG Environment Ministry have confirmed informa- 
tion obtained by FRANKFURTER RUNDSCHAU 
about cooperation between the German corporation and 
a Russian nuclear factory in the processing of nuclear 
fuels. As Siemens spokesman Rainer Jend said in Hanau 
upon inquiry, a first shipment of uranium material to the 
Tomsk nuclear complex in Siberia had already taken 
place without this so far being made public knowledge. 


A total of 140 tonnes of “slightly impure residuc™ 
obtained in the production of nuclear power station fuel 
clements at Hanau are to be reprocessed in Tomsk by the 
end of next year. This is stipulated by a “service con- 
tract” concluded with the Russian Ministry of Atomic 
Energy. In return, Siemens imports two shipments of 
about 70 tonnes of so-called enriched uranium- 
hexafluoride from Tomsk to manufacture new fuel ele- 
ments in Hanau. The nuclear waste produced during 
processing in Tomsk is disposed of in Russia. According 
to Siemens, only small quantities are involved. 


The Siemens spokesman pointed out that the deal with 
the “Siberian Group of Chemical Enterprises Tomsk,” a 
branch of the Russian Ministry of Atomic Energy, has 
been approved and supported by the responsible 
German and Russian bodies. According to him, the 
Federal Radiation Protection Office, the Federal Export 
Office, and the European nuclear authority EVURATOM 
were involved. As Cay Friemuth, spokesman of the Bonn 
Environment Ministry, said, the permits were granted as 
early as in July 1993 with the participation of his 
Ministry and of the Economics Ministry. The first ship- 
ment to Tomsk was sent on its way via the land and sea 
route on 21 October. According to the regulations of the 
nuclear law, the permit must be renewed for 1994; this 
will probably be done, Friemuth said. 


Upon inquiry by FRANKFURTER RUNDSCHAU, 
Siemens spokesman Jend said that it is still open whether 
the 140-tonne project will turn into lasting cooperation 
with the nuclear complex in Siberia. However, he 
pointed to the “cooperation agreement for the field of 
nuclear fuel circulation,” which was concluded by Sic- 
mens and Russian Atomic Energy Minister Viktor 
Mikhailov in September. This agreement involved joint 
projects in, for instance, the construction and storage of 
fuel elements and the processing of plutonium from the 
Russian nuclear weapons. 


The 140 tonnes of impure uranium material, which have 
accumulated in Hanau, cannot be purified and enriched 
on site, according to Jend, because the part of the fuel 
element factory, which would be suitable for this work, 
has been closed down since a hydrogen expiosion on 12 
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December 1990. Processing in Hanau would be possibile 
only in the new Siemens factory, about the approval of 
which Siemens and the Hesse land government have 
been engaged in a legal quarrel for some time. Jend said: 
“You must ask Minister (Joschka) Fischer, when we can 
do that in Hanau.” 


Asked about the safety of Russian nuclear factories, Jend 
said that Siemens experts convinced themselves in 
Tomsk that the processing would be conducted in line 
with the internationally usual Purex process and that 
“high quality standards” are achieved in the process. 
Jend did not accept the reference to the nuclear accident 
in Tomsk, during which an explosion released plutonium 
last spring and 200 square kilometers were radioactively 
contaminated. This “was in a completely different 
corner” of the large nuclear complex, where several 
thousand people work. 


In its assessment of the safety in Tomsk, the Environ- 
ment Ministry relies on the International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA) in Vienna, which has access to Tomsk. 
Spokesman Friemuth said that his ministry has to accept 
the safety standards if the IAEA does not have any 
indications of irregularities. 


Company Confirms Report 
LD2312184193 Berlin DDP/ADN in German 1701 
GMT 23 Dec 93 


[Text] Frankfurt/Main (DDP/ADN)—Siemens AG and 
the Federal Environment Ministry have confirmed a 
report by the FRANKFURTER RUNDSCHAU on 
cooperation between the company and a Russian nuclear 
factory in the processing of nuclear fuels. Siemens 
spokesman Rainer Jend said in Hanau, in response to a 
query by the newspaper, that a first shipment of uranium 
material to the Tomsk nuclear complex in Siberia had 
already taken place without this so far being made public 
knowledge. 


A total 140 tonnes of “slightly impure residue” obtained 
in the production of nuclear power station fuel elements 
at Hanau are to be reprocessed in Tomsk by the end of 
next year, as stipulated by a “service contract” con- 
cluded with the Russian Ministry of Atomic Energy. In 
return, Siemens imports two shipments of about 70 
tonnes of so-called enriched uranium-hexafluoride from 
Tomsk to manufacture new fuel elements for nuclear 
power stations at Hanau. The nuclear waste produced 
during processing in Tomsk is disposed of in Russia. 
According to Siemens, only small quantities are 
involved. 


A spokesman for the Federal Environment Ministry, 
Cay Friemuth, said the permits were issued in July by his 
ministry and the Economics Ministry. He said the first 
shipment to Tomsk by land and sea was made on 21! 
October. 
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Envoy Leaves Kaliningrad After Russian Protest 
LD2312233793 Berlin DDP/ADN in German 1900 
GMT 23 Dec 93 


[Text] Leipzig (DDP/ADN)—The Federal Government 
is for the time being withdrawing a consultant seconded 
to the Russian city of Kaliningrad (Koenigsberg). This 
was reported in Friday's edition of the LEIPZIGER 
VOLKSZEITUNG. According to the paper, the reason 
for the withdrawal of Friedemann Hoecker is the Rus- 
sian Government's strong protests, among other things 
over nonadherence to diplomatic practices at the Ger- 
man-Russian Center in Kaliningrad, which is financed 
by Bonn. Unofficially, the paper quotes Russian Gov- 
ernment circles as saying that Moscow had also protested 
against “nationalistic intrigues” at the center in Kalin- 
ingrad. 


An official “conduct reprimand™ has been sent by the 
Russian Foreign Ministry to Bonn, with the result that 
Hoecker is being provisionally recalled to Bonn, the 
spokesman for the German Technical Cooperation 
Agency (GTZ), Andreas von Schumann, told the paper. 
Hoecker had been sent to Kaliningrad in the middle of 
October on behalf of the Interior Ministry and the GTZ. 
However, the paper said that the Interior Ministry had 
acted without pursuing the official agreement procedure 
between the German and Russian Governments. In 
response to an incjuiry by the paper, the Foreign Ministry 
in Bonn said tha: “The conduct of the Interior Ministry 
i$ not in line with diplomatic practices.” 


Daimler-Benz To Be First Foreign Firm on 
Shanghai Market 


AU2612145793 Hamburg DPA in German 1410 GMT 
25 Dec 93 


[Text] Hamburg (DPA)}—During the second half of next 
year, Daimler-Benz is to become the first foreign com- 
pany to go onto the Shanghai stock market. This was 
announced by Daimler-Benz head of finance Gerhard 
Liener in an interview with (the Sunday paper) WELT 
AM SONNTAG. Next year, Daimler-Benz shares will 
also be quoted on the Singapore stock market. 


This step had already been firmly agreed with the 
Chinese authorities, such that there was now no further 
obstacle to trading in Daimler shares in the second half 
of 1994, Liener said. The country’s laws, which were still 
very restrictive, were to be amended to enable Daimler 
shares to be traded “quite normally and in line with the 
usual international guidelines.” The legal amendments 
were concerned in particular with questions of capital 
transfer into convertible currencies, since so far it has 
not been possible to exchange Chinese currency for 
foreign currency. 
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Kurds Begin Protest Against Nepport for Turkey 
LD2412094593 Hamburg DPA 14 teorman O833 GMI 
24 Dec G3 


[Text] Bonn (DPA}—About 150 Keardrsh micticctuals 
ict Bonn on a march to Brusclhs today to protest against 
the “Turkesh state's war of annihilatoon om Kurdistan.” 
Bonn police confirmed. The organizers sand the 12-day 
march « also duccted against the support geven to 
Turkey by European countries. above all by Cormany. 


They sasd that by supplying arms from Natronal Pooplc’s 
Army stocks, grveng political and ccomomnc ard, and, not 
icasl, imposing a ban on Kurdish organizations and 
fachtics in Germany, Bonn has given Turkey backing 
for ts “policy of annihilation” against the Kurds. So far. 
the 10-ycar war has cost 12,000 lives and made refugees 
of 1.7 millon poopie. 


Iranian Diplomats Linked to Attack on Kurds 


12702180298 Berlin DIL, TAGESSTATUNG im 
Gaevman 20 Dec 98 p § 


{Report by Decter Rulfl: “Murder Under the Eyes of the 
Intelligence Service” | 


[Text] Berlin—tt gocs to the lasting creda of Heinz 
Annussck, head of the Berlin Land Office for the Protec- 
tron of the Constitution, that the dchate about security 
policy m Germany has been supplemented with the 
“practicing terrorist.” Speaking to the “Mykonos” Inves- 
tigation Commutice of the Chamber of Deputies, be used 
thes description to make a fine differentiatoon regarding 
the the dangcrousness of Iranian Kazem Darah. Daram 
is currently on tral at the Berlin Higher Court for having 
been, as an agent of the Iranian mitctlgence service 
VEVAK., the wore puller of the attack which killed four 
leading nurdish-Iramian opposition politicians on 17 
September 1992. According to Annussck’s assessment 
afier the deed, hes office considered Darabi worth being 
watched before the attack, but he had not been assessed 
as a “practicong terrorst.” That ts why hes observation 
was ignored for months. Eckart Werthebach. head of the 
Federal Office for the Protection of the Constitution 
[BIV], also did not have “such an assessment of Darah 
as a dangerous terrorist” until the day of the attack. 


In the meantime, doubts about this assessment of the 
situation by the sccurity organs are mounting. The 
security organs might have come to different results and 
could have protected Sadcq Sharafkandi, chairman of 
the Democratec Party of Kurdistan in Iran, and hrs three 
associates better if they had better coordinated and 
explored ther own sources, Thus, as carly as on 16 April 
1992 Kavem Darabi's forcigner’s file was “urgently” 
requesied by the Federal Office of Criminal Investiga- 
tions [BKA]. According to a BKA Ietter, which has been 
obtained by DIE TAGESZEITUNG., at that time the 
officials were imvestigating, upon request by the chief 
federal prosecutor, several persons “on the suspicion of 
aticmpting to bring about a dynamite cxplosion and of 


FBIS-WEL -93-246 
27 December 1993 


attempted murder.” The checf federal prosecutor's office 
did not want to tell DIE TAGESZEITUNG about the 
background of the mvcstmations. but the fact that 
Darah’s forcigner’s file was regucsicd icads to the con- 
clusion that he was comssdcred a suspect by the mvesti- 
gators. At thes tome hes forcigner’s file was checked 1m the 
Scnat’s internal administration. but acnc of the officials 
involved suspected anything as a result of the request. 


In the Commutice Greens Deputy Renate Kucnast 1s 
irving to clarify the background of a BIV report, 
according to which at the beginning of 1992 several 
persons, including a Kavem D.. in a Hamburg mosque 
pm pared attacks on Israch msirtutrons wm the FRG. 


The cunosity of Kucnast’s collcaguc from the Free 
Democratic Party of Germany, Rolf-Pctcr Lange. 1s also 
directed at a list with about a dozen names of persons 
who were classified by the BKA as dangcrous in the ficld 
of forcigacrs’ extremism om CGormany al the same time, 
thes lest once again included Darati. Even though the 
BIV told thew collcagucs m Berlin already m January 
1992 that they had suspended the monrtoring of Darabi's 
telephone and had recommended that the Land Office 
mitiate operative measures, these measures were not 
mitiated. Alicgedly, 1 was mmpossible to find an imier- 
preter who spoke Persian. Telephone monitoring was 
approved only two weeks after the attack 


However, even during thrs “security gap” ni the months 
before the attack, the scene did not remam unobserved, 
as it has turns out now. In an internal noic to the chicf 
federal prosecutor (Av; VC 11-247-5-350 070/93). the 
BV reports: “In addition to Darabi and his Berlin scene. 
members of the Iranian intclligence services were also 
directly mvolved im the preparations for the attack. 
Thus. members of the Iranian intclligence services were 
in Cocrmany before the attack and spied out the site of 
the attack as well as escape routes.” 


The cight-page document by the BIV also reports on the 
intensive contacts that Darabi cultewated with Iranian 
diplomats in Germany. Thus, be had tics to Hasan 
Javadi, who worked at the Iranian Embassy in Bonn 
until October 1989. According to the note, he is “an 
employee of the Iranian mnitelligence service, MOINS, who 
was responsible in the FRG for, among other things, the 
observation and spying out of the Iraman opposition.” 
According to BIV findings, thrs task was “taken over by 
MOIS employee Mortcza Gholami, wo works at the 
Iramian Embassy in Bonn.” In additron, Darah also has 
contact with members of the Iranian mniclligence service 
in Berlin. As the BIV noted, on 24 April 1991 Darah 
received “the order by Consul Mahmud Amani-Farani, 
who works at the Iranian Consulate General in Berlin, to 
collect information about a member of the ‘Association 
of Kurdish Students Abroad.” Because of this spying 
order, the BIV thinks that “one has to assume” that 
Aman-Faran “is also working for an imiclligence ser- 
vice.” “Apart from the consul gencral.” Aman-Faran is 
Dara.'s most important contact on the Iraman Consu- 
late Gencral 
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According to findings by the Iransan opposition alliance 
“National Resistance Council,” the Iranian intelligence 
service has meanwhile found ways to keep in regular 
contact with Darabi in prison. This week Javad Dabiran, 
the spokesman of the Resistance Counc:], voiced a 
number of accusations against individual diplomats. 
According to Dabiran, he wants to give the missing 
evidence for these accusations to the German security 
authorities. As Dabiran said, the wire pullers are sitting 
on the third floor of the Iranian Embassy in Bonn where 
there is the depariment of the VEVAK intelligence 
service. Until two weeks ago, this department was 
headed by ‘Alireza Haghightan, who, camouflaged as an 
Embassy attache. 1s the highest-ranking VEVAK agent in 
Germany. In the meantime, he has returned to the 
intelligence service headquarters in Tehran. In addition, 
Dabiran accuses two Embassy second secretaries, ‘Ali 
Jafari Meshki and Hamidreza Ghalibaf, of having “dealt 
intensively,” as VEVAK agents, “with the case (of the 
Mykonos murder—the editor)” over the past weeks. 
The opposition politician claims that one of the agents 
who are responsible for keeping contact with Darabi 1s a 
certain Farhad D. Already in 1982 D. was involved, 
together with Darabi, in an attack on opposition stu- 
dents in Mainz; according to BFV findings, he has “ties 
with the Iranian intelligence service.” Together with 
Bahman B., the two are “among the leading function- 
aries of the Union of Islamic Students in Europe 
[USIA].” The USIA isa “collection pond of the followers 
of the Iranian regime in the European countries.” 
According to the BIV report, B. has worked “for the 
Iranian intelligence service, MOIS.” since about 1989. 
His wife reportedly works at the Iranian Consulate in 
Berlin. 


These mntensive activities of the Iranian deplomats were 
probably not unknown to State Minister in the Chancel- 
lor’s Office Bernd Schmidbauer, the supreme head of the 
German intelligence services. According to Dabizan's 
assessment, the “Mykonos” case played a decisive role in 
Schmidbauer's contentious talk with his Iranian coun- 
terpart “Ali Fallahian. Actually, on Thursday Schmid- 
bauer should have answered questions of the Investiga- 
tion Committee about the role that the “Mykonos” case 
played in his contacts with Iran. However, the appoint- 
ment was canceled, since he had allegedly not yet 
received permission by the Cabinet to make a statement. 
Another appointment for questioning him has now been 
made for January. 


Raid Reveals Banned National Offensive 
Operating 


LD2312182493 Berlin DDP/ADN in German ,500 
GMT 23 Dec 93 


{Excerpt} Berlin (DDP/ADN)—The right-wing extremist 
group National Offensive, which was banned by the 
interior munister a year ago, 1s apparently continuing its 
activities in Berlin. Police seized material confirming 
this yesterday when searching flats belonging to suspects, 
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a spokesman reported today. In the course of the search, 
extensive training and material were found 


propaganda 

from the Nationalist Front, which was also banned in 
November 1992, and from the NSDAP [National 
Socialist German Workers’ Party] overseas and recruit- 
ment organization from Lincoln (U.S.). The officers also 
came across documents on imtended legal moves to 
counter the hans on the National Offensive, the German 
Alternative, and the Nationalist Front. 


Police tracked down the suspects on Tuesday [2! 
December] when they secretly followed several people in 
uniform-type clothing to a meeting point in a wooded 
area near Seichow in the Koenigs Wusterhausen district 
in Brandenburg. With the support of Brandenburg 
police, 17 people—all except one of them residents of 
Berlin—were detained, but have since been released. 


They are suspected of having broken the law on 
assembly. [passage omitted] 


Kinkel Views FPD as ‘Party of Modernization’ 


AU2312163¥%3 Duesseldorf HANDELSBLATT in 
German 23 Dec 93 p 3 


[Report by Hans Joerg Sottorf: “Liberals Recommend 
Themselves as the Party of Modernization”™] 


[Text] Bonn, 22 Dec—The Free Democratic Party of 
Germany [FDP] wants to promote performance elites 
and make sure that performance pays off again. For this 
purpose, tax incentives must be created. This was stated 
by FDP Chairman and FRG Forcign Minister Klaus 
Kinkel in an interview with HANDELSBLATT. 
Kinke! advocates the establishment of elite colleges and 
special state support for scientists. He wants a constant 
between science, economy, and politics to 
better face Germany's education policy and technolog- 
ical challenges on the world markets in the future Kinkel 
is aware of the fact that implementing thi goal is 


Germany's capacity as a business location, this must be 
overcome. Kinkel stresses that, after all, the entire 
society benefits from strong performance clites. The 
topic of performance elites 1s to become an unmistakable 
topic represented by the FDP in the 1994 election 
campaign. 


Kinkel is of the view that the “urgently necessary course 
change” in state and society 1s no longer possible with 
old recipes. The path toward more individual responsi- 
bitity has been mapped out and the state must not take 
over “ cradie-to-grave care for the people.” 
“We will put the topic of safeguarding the future on our 
banners and will make the FDP the party of safeguarding 
the future,” the party chairman stresses. The current 
recipes can wo longer solve the problems thai we are 
facing. The FDP must become a “party of moderniza- 
tion” and that “from vocational training to modern 
ew ay ll The strengthening of individual rights, 

is advocated by the FDP, can only be useful in 
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solving these problems. In the future. the FDP also wants 
10 pul more siress on the topic of equal cghts. 


New Role of Liberals in Five-Party Constellation 


Kinkel admits that im the past months, his party uttered 
“some dissonant toncs.” Things have now th. dis- 
cussed in the leading bodies and he believes that the FDP 
*s now “in acalm basic movement forward.” This ts very 
important, if onc wants to enter the clection campaigns 
cohesively. Kinkcl wants to clearly work out the new 
pomts that arc to be emphasized im the future at the 
FDP’s traditional Epypphany mecting in Stutigart. 


The party chairman ts watching the new role of the FDP 
im a five-party constcilation with “serenity and calm.” 
The talk about a grand coalition, toward which Chan- 
cellor Helmut Kohl and Social Democratic Party of 
Germany Chairman Rudolf Scharping are allegedly 
moving day by day. does not worry him. He admits that, 
according to the polls. the Greens secm to be im a rather 
good position. Says the FDP chairman: “Every time 
grand coalitions and the FDP's cxrstential problems 
were discussed, we were beticr off afterwards. | have this 
hope also for the forthcoming clections.~ 


Ne Neglect of Social Policy in the FDP 


Kinkel is not worred esther that the FDP 1s no longer 
able to put the decisive emphasis on German foreign 
policy. Corresponding accusations were repeatedly 
addressed to him in hrs function as FRG foreign minister 
from the ranks of his own party over the past months. In 
this connection, the FDP chairman and foreign minister 
pomts to his 10-pomt disarmament program and his 
CSCE plans, his mitiative for the former Yugoslavia, as 
well as his suggestions for a new Asia policy of the 
Federal Government. He also puts it to his credit that he 
is the one who leads the new great task of German 
foreign policy, to shape the relationship of the Central 
and East European states with the Western world “in a 
difficult tightrope act.” 


Finally. he, Kinkel, and FRG Economics Minister 
Guenter Rexrodt have contributed to the successful 
conclusion of the GATT negotiations and have partici- 
pated im implementing the Maasitrich! Treaty and in 
ensuring Frankfurt as the seat of the future European 
Central Bank. One must not lose sight of all this, even if 
foreign policy questions are not so much im the fore- 
ground at the moment as domestic policy ones. How- 
ever, here. too, the FDP has been faster than the other 
partecs with its proposals for safeguarding Germany as a 
business location, its 10-pomt program for job creation, 
as well as its campaigns for deregulation and privatiza- 
ton. 


Kinkel rejects the accusation that his party 1s neglecting 
social policy in tts policy. Both the FDP and the coalition 
partner are trying to do what must be done in the 
economic ficld and to do that with the “necessary social 
sensitivity.” He sees in the problems, which have to be 
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solved at the moment, “no situation that would require 
a coalition different from the one that we have al the 
moment.” 


Article Views Possible SPD-Greens Cooperation 


AU2312162893 Munich SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG 
in German 23 Dec 93 p 4 


[Article by Ulrich Deupmann: “Joschka Fischer and Hrs 
Friend Rudolf] 


[Text] Bonn, 22 Dec—Several demonstrative tokens of 
friendship between Social Democratic Party of Germany 
[SPD] Chairman Rudolf Scharping and Joschka Fischer 
from the Greens have had the effect desired by them: 
People also speculate again about a possible Red-Green 
alliance after the Bundestag clections, not only about a 
grand coalition. However, a firm foundation cannot yet 
be deduced from the fact that the two are on a first-name 
basis with cach other in public and Fischer calls the SPD 
chairman deliberately “my friend Rudolf.” The Red- 
Green majority that is currently perceptible in some 
polls also stands on feet of clay—the clections will only 
take place im October 1994. 


Nevertheless. an interesting rapprochement between the 
SPD and the Greens has latciy been observed. The 
former alternative party is perceptibly preparing for a 
solid and realistic program offer with which it can face 
the Social Democrats if need be. The Greens’ economic 
policy paper that was recently adopted ts more than an 
indication of that. In it, the ecological restructuring of 
the market economy and social justice are to be carried 
oul. What is new is that the Greens have freed them- 
scives from ideals. The message is now that ecological 
restructuring 1s only possible with the economy and not 
against it. And basic incomes for all are not mentioned 
any longer cither. Afier one decade of responsibility im 
lacnder and municipalities, the Greens have accepted 
the fact that the state cannot spend more moncy than it 
takes in. Not least for this reason, the leadership of the 
German Trade Union Federation visited the Greens for 
the first time for a discussion of several hours a few 
weeks ago—with high-ranking participants. 


Al any rate, those who wanted to interpret the recent 
failure of the Red-Green alliance in Hamburg as proof of 
the temporary end of such coalitions are on the wrong 
track. The Greens headquaricrs in Bonn also knows this. 
It only used the opportunity to sharpen the profile of its 
own party with angry statements for a few weeks. The 
reason for thes failure was less the general circumstances 
than the person of Hamburg Mayor Henning Voscherau. 
Driven by the concrete fear that 25 percent of the 
workers might soon vote for the Republikanecr because 
nobody takes care of them, he wanted to give another 
signal this tirne. It musi be possible to recognize Red as 
Red in a Red-Green coalition, Voscherau said. And he 
did not believe hes comrades, who are friendly with the 
Greens, capable of it. 
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If the results of the Bundestag clections suffice for a 
simple Red-Green government majority. the SPD and 
the Greens will sit down together at the negotiating table. 
Not only pressure from their own ranks will drive the 
Greens to do this, but also the feeling of responsibility of 
politicians like Joschka Fischer. who do not want to miss 
a “historic chance™ for Red-Green. In this respect the 
Greens even have a worse hand: Rather than the SPD. 
they are expected to conclude a coalition. For a long 
teme. the voters of the Greens have demanded a change 
by government responsibility, not opposition without 
CO. sCQuences. 


For the time being. Scharping. for his part. is striving for 
one objective: to become with the SPD the strongest 
party in the Bunce _.ag clection, which would mean the 
chancellor's offic. for him. Then. of course. as far as 
partners for a coalition are concerned, he could choose at 
icast between two or even three parties. Previous cxpe- 
rience has shown that, from the Social Democrats’ point 
of view, this constellation cnormously reduces the prices 
for participation im a coalition. The SPD chicf could 
examine the relevant offers, play them off against cach 
other, and finally accept the one that gives him the 
grcaicst possible room for his own ideas. Scharping’s 
seesaw policy with the Free Democratic Party of Ger- 
many [FDP] and the Greens before the formation of the 
government in Rhineland-Palatinate shows that he 1s not 
bad at this game. 


Scharping and Fischer would like to get together in 1994. 
However, they are too clever to make premature agree- 
ments. The decision on a coalition is first made by the 
voter. 
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Illegal Immigration Unabated Despite New Law 
LD2512093393 Berlin DDP/ADN in German 0817 
GMT 25 Dec 93 


with the DDP/ADN news agency. 


Theos to 1, bes cole 00 caten ee Oe 


activity to the Smurf cigareties, drugs, anu 
weapons. Heldmann said the main reason for this is the 


dropped from the former 
to today’s rate of around DM!00. 
Of the just under 340 seckers who tried to travel 
to Germany via since the et.iry into force 
the new legislation, the BGS had expelled 135, 
according to Heldmann. [passage omitted] 
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D fi N Ai > { C iti i B J Sit ti 
LD2412181793 Paris France-Inter Radio Network in 
French 1700 GMT 24 Dec 93 


[Text] There were more dead and injured in Bosnia 
voday. A French Blue Helmet was wounded by mortar 
fire in Sarajevo. The corporal, whose skull was fractured, 
was evacuated to France. The defense minister, Francois 
Leotard, will be in the Muslim enclave of Bihac in 
Bosnia with the French UNPROFOR [UN Protection 
Forces] Blue Helmets for Christmas Eve. The defense 
minister, who was live on our station from Zagreb at 
1200 GMT, deplored that the Christmas truce was not 
respected as announced: 


[Begin Leotard recording] This is a shame, you know, 
how some parties, and sometimes in turn each party, 
respond to a ceasefire which they had signed, this is 
shameful. What is happening in Sarajevo, and else- 
where—I am thinking of Mostar, Srebrenica and only a 
few kilometers away in Krajina—today is unacceptable 
because war is continuing despite all the UN resolutions 
and despite the various truces and ceasefires. I believe 
that the Europeans must first understand that they are 
concerned and that we must be very firm to get convoys 
through—since convoys are prevented from getting 
through—to enforce UN resolutions and, at last, to force 
the warring factions, by force if necessary, to end their 
actions against civilians; this is happening in Sarajevo 
now. We must say loudly: this is unacceptable. [end 
recording] 


Says Troops Will Stay in Bosnia 
LD2512154993 Paris France-Inter Radio Network in 
French 1500 GMT 25 Dec 93 


[Text] France will remain in the former Yugoslavia until 
the mission is over, Defense Minister Francois Leotard 
said the day after a French blue helmet died in Bosnia. 
After spending a day and Christmas Eve with French 
soldiers and saddened by the death of warrant officer 
Jean-Francois Lacombe, Francois Leotard called on 
everyone to stop having doubts about the usefulness of 
the soldiers’ mission. If the soldiers were to stop carrying 
out these missions, Sarajevo would probably fall and 
thousands might die of starvation and cold in the Bihac 
enclave, he said. 


ta sg Expresses Commitment To Resolve Kosova 
ssue 


AU2312205093 Tirana TVSH Television Network in 
Albanian 1900 GMT 23 Dec 93 


[Text] [Announcer] At the end of his visit to Paris, 
Kosova President Dr. Ibrahim Rugova, who was accom- 
panied by Prime Minister Bujar Bukoshi, was received 
by French Foreign Minister Alain Juppe at the Quai 
d'Orsay. Let us follow the report: 


[Unattributed reporter] At this open and friendly 
meeting, President Rugova informed French Foreign 
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Minister Mr. Alain Juppe of the very grave and tense 
situation in Kosova due to discrimination and the daily 
Serbian repression. Rugova said that the situation in 
Kosova is dangerous as a result of the full militarization, 
the presence of Serbian paramilitary groups, and the 
armament of the Serbian civilian population. 


Dr. Rugova presented to the French foreign minister the 
political project for an independent and neutral Kosova. 
The serious and dangerous situation in Kosova cannot 
continue, President Rugova told Mr. Juppe. He said that 
the international community, in which France plays an 
important role, should undertake concrete steps to stop 
the violence, prevent the conflict, and start dialogue to 
resolve the question of Kosova. In this context, Dr. 
Rugova reiterated his demand for an international pro- 
tectorate mandate on Kosova. 


On his part, French Foreign Minister Alain Juppe 
expressed his deep concern over the situation in Kosova, 
a concern felt by the European Union and the interna- 
tional community as well. Juppe said that France sup- 
ports the political rights of Albanians and it will commit 
itself to accomplishing these rights. Though concerned 
by the war in Bosnia, the European Union is following 
attentively the situation in Kosova and has expressed its 
fear of the danger of the expansion of the conflict. France 
will continue to commit itself to peacefully solving the 
problem of Kosova, French Foreign Minister Alain 
Juppe told President Rugova. 


Dr. Rugova met also with Simone Veil, French health 
minister and deputy in the European Parliament. At the 
French National Assembly, Rugova held a meeting with 
deputies and members of the Committee of Friendship 
With Kosova at the French Parliament. 


During his stay in Paris, President Rugova was a guest of 
honor at the studio of French Television TV5 Europe 
and met with writer Ismail Kadare and painter Daut 
Berisha. 


EU To Grant Financial Aid to French Regions 


BR2312113293 Paris LE MONDE in French 23 Dec 93 
pi7 


[Article signed F.Gr.: “French Regions Will Benefit 
More From European Aid”™} 


[Text] On Tuesday 21 December, the European Com- 
mission finalized the list of EC regions which will benefit 
from Community aid to encourage regional economic 
development from 1994 to 1999. Daniel Hoeffei, minis- 
ter-delegate for regional development and local commu- 
nities was to report to the cabinet on 22 December for 
France. 


According to Brussels jargon, the regions can be aided 
either under the heading of industrial redeployment 
(objective 2), or under the heading of the development of 
rural areas (objective Sb). After difficult negotiations, 
Paris emerged successful, because the French population 
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concerned goes from 9.3 million inhabitants in the 
previous period (1989-1993) to 14.6 under objective 2, 
and from 6.2 million to 9.7 million under objective 5b. 
“In addition to these positive results,” Mr. Hoeffel said, 
“there are those obtained last summer which consisted 
of placing the DOM [overseas departements], Corsica, 
and the northern areas of Avesne-sur-Helpe, Douai, and 
Valenciennes, which were badly affected by unemploy- 
ment, on the list of regions lagging behind in develop- 
ment and thus benefiting from very large amounts of 
aid.” In accordance with the decisions of the Edinburgh 
European Council meeting in December 1992, ECU 141 
billion (1 ECU equals 6.6 [French] francs) were allocated 
to the European structural funds to aid this policy of 
regional adaptation and restructuring. Of this total, the 
European regions classed under objective 2 will receive 
ECU15.3 billion and rural areas ECU6.3 billion. In 
January. the Commission will publish the distribution of 
these packages among the member states and the max- 
imum subsidy rates permitted for each country. 


Under the heading of industrial redeployment, it will be 
noted that henceforth a large part of Alsace and the 
Central region benefit, whereas the Ile-de-France and 
Limousin are the only two regions excluded. La Franche- 
Comte keeps the same population quota covered as 
between 1989 and 1993. As for the classification adopted 
for the rural areas, it leaves out the Ile-de-France, Nord- 
Pas-de- Calais, and Picardie. The proportion of the 
population benefiting in Auvergne has been considerably 
reduced. 


This aid will make it possible to support the regional 
development policy and to fund several priority actions 
for which the state plan for the regions (1994-1998) 
makes provision. 


Basques Rally Outside Prison in ‘Traditional’ 
Meeting 


AU 2612165093 Paris AFP in English 1611 GMT 26 
Dec 93 


[Text] Paris, Dec 26 (AFP)—Hundreds of Basques ral- 
lied outside a Paris prison Sunday [26 December] in a 
traditional end of the year meeting to support what they 
describe as political prisoners held in French jails. 


Some 800 supporters of the Basque separatist movement 
had left the southwestern town of Bayonne Saturday in 
13 coaches. eight from Spain and five from the French 
Basque provinces, to drive to Paris. 


After a first rally at a detention center in the Paris suburb 
of Fresnes. Basques danced, chanted and threw fire- 
crackers for more than one hour outside the Sante prison 
where 16 separatists are being held. 


Demonstrators shouted “Long live the free Basque coun- 
try” and “Amnesty for all political prisoners.” 


They also welcomed the release from prison of Joseph 
“Ttotte” Etcheveste [name as received] who was given a 
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five-year suspended sentence in September for a series of 
bombings and pardoned by President Francois Mitter- 
rand on Christmas Eve. Etcheveste has been paraplegic 
since he was shot in the spine during his arrest. 


Demonstrators were to march through Paris later in the 
day. 


Balladur Calls For ‘Status Quo’ in Japanese Car 
Imports 

BR2712140493 Paris LA TRIBUNE DESFOSSES in 
French 27 Dec 93 p 10 


[Report by “O.P.”: “Automobiles—Japanese Exports: 
Balladur Demands the Status Quo”™] 


[Text] Prime Minister Edouard Balladur granted an 
interview to the Japanese daily YOMIURI SHIMBUN 
on Christmas eve. In it he discussed the automobile 
problem and particularly the export of Japanese automo- 
biles to the West. He expressed the hope that Tokyo 
would respond to the appeal from France. Britain, and 
the United States and continue to voluntarily limit its 
automobile exports. Edouard Balladur reaffirmed in 
particular that for Europe the rules of the game for 1994 
have not been decided. In September, the rules for 1993 
were revised after tough negotiations to take account of 
the nose-dive in the EC car market. This agreement 
reduced Japan's European quota frora 1.089 million to 
980,000 cars, in other words, 8.4 percent of sales of all 
makes. But these figures do not include the production of 
the “transplant” factories which Nissan, Honda, and 
others have established in the EC, in Britain and Spain in 
particular, which make cars with 80-percent European 
components and which therefore are not included in the 
limitations which Tokyo has accepted. 


The prime minister therefore is anxious to take a posi- 
tion on this quota issue, which is bound to resurface in 
1994, very quickly. He apparently discussed it recently 
with Jacques Calvet, managing director of the PSA- 
Peugeot Citroen group, a fierce opponent of Japanese 
exports and destroyer of the “1991 pseudo agreement” 
and similar ones. Jacques Calvet expressed his views in 
early November in a letter to Gerard Longuet, industry 
and foreign trade minister, and to Martin Bangemann, 
European commissioner responsible for industry. 
According to the head of Peugeot Citroen, despite the 
9.4-percent reduction in exports accepted in April and 
the additional 5.4 percent in September, the Japanese 
probably sold some 250,000 more cars in Europe in 1993 
than in 1992. This at a time when the crisis-hit European 
market had 2 million automobile sales. In Jacques Cal- 
vet's view, it is NOW imperative to include the “trans- 
plants” in negotiations with Tokyo, which is something 
the Japanese always have opposed. 


Everything for 1994 will depend on market develop- 
ments, but also on the record of this year, not only sales 
but also the Japanese respect for the quotas. After the 
first 11 months of 1993, car registrations in the Commu- 


nity had plunged by 14.5 percent, with the biggest drops 
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in Germany, Spain, the Netherlands, and Greece. Theo- 
mobile Observation Group of COFICA (Banking Com- 
pany group), directed by Philippe Barthelemy, forecasts 
a 3.5-percent decline in Europe in 1994, with persistent 
declines in Italy, Spain, and Germany. These figures are 
ammunition for the European negotiators, who are— 
whether Edouard Balladur likes it or not—the European 
commissioners, to ask Tokyo to at least maintain the 
existing quotas. 


Social Contributions Cut Creates 100,000 Jobs 


BR 2712152193 Paris LA TRIBUNE DESFOSSES in 
Fre och 24-25 Dec 93 p 6 


[Report by Delphine Girard: “100,000 New Part-time 
Jobs in Nine Months™} 


[Text] Reducing the cost of labor to increase vacancies? 
This solution, the new creed of the Balladur governr ent, 
seems to be producing results. The latest statistic’ pub- 
lished by the Labor Ministry show that the measures to 
reduce social security contributions Ga part-time work 
have prompted a large increase in part-time work con- 
tracts in recent months. Between September 1992 and 
June 1993, more than 100,000 employees obtained an 
indefinite part-time work contract, 80,000 of which were 
signed during the first half of 1993. 


The system was introduced by the previous Socialist 
government. At the end of August 1992, the public 
authorities instituted a new system of regulations 
reducing costs to encourage enterprises to develop part- 
time jobs. What is the system? A 30-percent reduction, 
increased to 50 percent from |! January 1993, in 
employers’ social security contributions for indefinite 
part-time contracts with a working time ranging between 
19 and 30 hours per week. To benefit from the exemp- 
tion, employers must either create a job or tum a 
full-time position into a part-time position with the 
agreement of the employee. 


Job Hunters the Main Beneficiaries 


As a new tool in the struggle against unemployment, the 
development of part-time work has mainly benefited job 
hunters, according to the ministry's inquiry. In the first 
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half of 1993, 30 percent of employees signing part-time 
contracts with reduced social contribution are former 
job hunters registered with the ANPE [National Employ- 
ment Agency] and 17 percent are employees who agreed 
to turn their full-time position into a part-time position 
in the same enterprise. The people working part-time are 
mainly young and are increasingly men. Some 47 percent 
of the contracts signed in the first six months of the year 
involved people under 30 years of age. But part-time 
work is also attracting men, probably more out of 
necessity than choice. Between the second half of 1992 
and the first half of 1993, the percentage of men holding 
these new part-time jobs increased from 25.3 percent to 
30.4 percent. Eight out of 10 jobs have been created in 
the tertiary sector, but an increase in the use of part-time 
work in industry and the BTP [Public Buildings and 
Works Sector] has been observed: 20 percent of recruit- 
ment in the first half of 1993, as compared with 17 
percent in the second half of 1992. 


In the five-year law on employment, the Balladur gov- 
ernment extends this incentive system for part-time 
work. This law brings the rate of reduction in social 
security contributions back to 30 percent as of | January 
1994, but it broadens the range of the length of the 
working week qualifying for the reduction: between 16 
and 32 hours per week. Moreover, the law makes provi- 
sion for the length of time worked to be assessed not just 
on a weekly basis but also on an annual basis, so that 
enterprises whose activity has strong seasonal variations 
can benefit from the measure. 


Almost 3 million workers are working part-time, com- 
pared with 2 million 10 years ago. The increase in 
part-time work relates mainly to fairly unskilled jobs: 
More than 80 percent of the 800,000 net creations of 
part-time positions between 1982 and 1992 are manual 
or white collar workers. However, according to INSEE 
[National Institute of Statistics and Economic Studies] 
experts, “it is difficult to determine to what extent the 
increase in part-time work corresponds to a social expec- 
tation or is accepted by employees ‘for want of anything 
better’.”” France still has some way to go to catch up with 
other European countries. Part-time work only accounts 
for 11.9 percent of jobs in France, as against 32 percent 
in the Netherlands, 24 percent in Denmark, and 22 
percent in Britain. 
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Andreatta Expresses Concern Over Zhirinovskiy 
Remarks 


LD2612144593 Rome RAI Televideo Teletext in Italian 
1355 GMT 26 Dec 93 


[Text] “Preoccupation and unease” were expressed by 
the Italian Embassy in Moscow by order of Italian 
Foreign Minister [Beniamino] Andreatta, to the Moscow 
government over recent remarks by the leader of the 
Russian Liberal-Democratic Party, [Vladimir] Zhin- 
novskiy. The politician, winner of the recent Russian 
elections, spoke a few days ago of a secret weapon 
“capable of destroying the West.” 


Italy, which currently holds the CSCE Presidency, 
announced that it would raise the issue at the Conference 
after having listened to the views of the other members 
of the organization's troika. 


Mancino Views Fight Against Crime, Warns of 
Plot 

BR2312123593 Rome LA REPUBBLICA in Italian 23 
Dec 93 p 19 


[Unattributed report on Interior Minister Nicola Man- 
cino 22 December press conference in Rome: “Interior 
Minister Talks About Mafia and Gelli; Crime Rate 
Falling in Mafia Areas; Mancino’s Warning: ‘Hidden 
Powers Are Threatening M~...""] 


[Text] Rome—“I am at the center of an offensive by 
hidden powers in our country.” Interior Minister Nicola 
Mancino surprised journalists at the Interior Ministry 
yesterday when, after listing the successes achieved by 
the law and order forces in 1993 (there was a 33-percent 
fall in crimes in the Mafia areas or areas at risk from the 
Mafia), he let slip this statement about “hidden powers.” 
What kind of threats? Mancino refused to go into detail, 
and merely added: “I have not stopped my struggle 
against the Mafia, the Camorra [Naples mafia], the 
"Ndrangheta [Calabrina mafia], drugs trafficking, and 
laundering.” 


It can have been no accident that he mentioned Switzer- 
land, whose parliament has just thrown out a bill to limit 
banking confidentiality. “I am sorry to note a stiffening 
of the law in this neighboring country, but any banking 
confidentiality really is not helpful and could conceal 
laundering systems.” 


Nor did Mancino’s reference to P2 [masonic lodge] seem 
coincidental, when he talked about the car bombs in 
Rome, Florence, and Milan. “The Mafia was behind it,” 
the minister sad, “but others may have been involved 
too.” Who? “All the concealed entities that have worked, 
and are still working, against the institutions—the secret 
masonic lodges, not freemasonry itself; P2, despite the 
attention devoted to Mr. Gelli [former P2 grand 
master]."’ His reference was to the Tuscan magistrates’ 
inquiry into the large amounts of money that Gelli is 
apparently still moving about—an inquiry that 1s making 
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no progress, he stressed. With regard to possible collu- 
sion on the part of the subversive right, Mancino said: “I 
await developments in the inquiries.” With regard to the 
collusion on the part of the secret services, he 
said: “I do not deny the possibility that individual 
members or splinters within the services may have done 
this,” though, he added, “it is a historical error to blame 
the services for every ill, for planning every atrocity.” 
Still on the subject of Gelli, Mancino also criticized those 
who “legitimize him as a political interlocutor” who 
speaks out and is interviewed “even in party newspa- 
pers” on the subject of the current political debate in the 
country. “He is a criminal. A condemned criminal.” 


With regard to the Mafia, explaining that the most 
dangerous wanted person at present is Mariano Troia, 
the interior minister talked about the Mafia’s desire to 
favor the separatist movements. Mancino does not rule 
out the possibility that “there could be support from the 
Mafia for separatist plans.” “There is no cause for 
alarmism, though the political scene is confused and 
includes some destabilizing factors.” 


As for criminals who have turned state's evidence, “there 
are already five more than there were in the figures 
recently released,” when there were 580. Of course, they 
do no all make an equally important contribution, since 
they have not all performed the same role within the 
criminal organization. “Among so many, there are also 
some who cooperate only in a manner of speaking.” 


There was another reference to Sisde [Intelligence and 
Democratic Security Service]: Mancino said that the 
trade unions’ fear that the return to the police forces of 
officers from the purged secret service will contaminate 
them is not without foundation. “I will bring this issue to 
the government's attention, and I do not rule out the 
possibility of a limited role for these officials.” 


Figures for crimes committed were released during the 
press conference, which was also attended by police chief 
Parisi. In 1993, the total number throughout the country 
fell by about 6 percent. In the areas considered at most 
risk from the point of view of crime, the number of 
offenses underwent a very sharp fall, of 33 percent. This 
year 2,240,000 crimes were committed, as against some 
2,305,000 in 1992. The great majority of these crimes 
were thefts, and half of these were of cars and motorcy- 
cles. There has also been a sharp change with regard to 
another crime, that of homicide, in which there has been 
a reduction of 27 percent: 400 fewer homicides were 
committed. The interior minister's figures also revealed 
another significant fact about the siruggle against crime: 
Illicit funds seized this year totaled no less then 2.3 
trillion lire. 


With its 655 reports, Sisde permitted the arrest of 56 
people. No less than 343 municipal councils were dis- 
solved for being compromised with the Mafia. The 
results achieved are reflected in a larger prison popula- 
tion. At present, there are over 54,000 prisoners, as 
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against 52,400 at the end of last year. Since | January 
this year, 5,700 wanted persons have been arrested. 


PDS’ Salvi Calls For Dissolution of Parliament 
BR2712152393 Rome L°UNITA in Italian 27 Dec 93 p 4 


[Interview with Cesare Salvi, Italian Democratic Party 
of the Left reform spokesman, by Stefano Bocconetti in 
Rome; date not given: “Salvi: “No Levantine Sophistry: 
Chamber of Deputies Must Be Dissolved Immediately] 


[Text] Rome—{Bocconetti] So, Salvi, there seems to be a 
large “slice,” not to mention a large majority, of deputies 
opposed to the dissolution of the Chamber of Deputies. 
Does this change something in the PDS’ [Democratic 
Party of the Left] position? 


[Salvi] No, and | do not see why it should. It is true: For 
the first time a legislative term will be stopped because of 
internal difficulties within the majority group and not 
because of a government crisis. This time the chamber 
will be dissolved because of many objective facts... 


[Bocconetti] What are they? 


[Salvi] Is st really necessary to repeat them? Everything, 
from the referendum to the recent local elections, has 
proven that this parliament no longer represents public 
opinion. This is one of the classic situations—as the 
constitutionalists have already made clear—in which the 
head of state must excercise his power to dissolve par- 
hament. He ts the one empowered to do this, certainly 
not the majority group in parliament. 


[Bocconetti] What is this, a pressing invitation to the 
head of state? 


[Salvi] What do you mean “invitation!” Everybody 
knows this and we have often stressed this ourselves: 
Dissolving parliament is the head of state's autonomous 
decision. Moreover, it appears that he has often 
expressed the inclination to do so. 


[Bocconcetti] What about the parliamentary debate that 
Pannella has called for? Is it just another way of playing 
for time? 


[Salvi] If some feel i is necessary, then we should 
proceed. No problem. We have already held three press 
conferences on the subject. One thing, however, must be 
clear... 


[Bocconetti] What? 


[Salvi] That no debate can change the terms of the 
problem. We are faced with a government that has come 
to the end of its own program. Ciampi originally called 
for a vote of confidence to launch the Finance bill and 
electoral reform. These things have both been accom- 
plished, so now... 


| Bocconctti] What” 
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[Salvi] There can be no more room for levantine soph- 
istry. There ts no law or reform that can justify post- 
poning the dissolution of parliament one more day. And 
in order to achieve this objective, you know, we have to 
sacrifice something. 


{Bocconetti] What are you referring to? 


[Salvi] Well, it ts no secret that we were unhappy with 
some points of the Finance Bill. But precisely in order to 
clear the field we voted in favor. So I repeat. there is no 
law or reform that can justify a delay of even one more 
day. 


[Bocconetti] But what government should lead the 
country to elections? Ciampi? Why not a second Ciampi 
government? Maybe including Pannella? 


[Salvi] | think that this government can guarantee the 
handling of day-to-day affairs very well—because that is 
all that 1s required—unti! the clections. The cabinet was 
formed with nonparty characteristics because i was 
designed to be a government of transition. It can casily 
lead the country toward a new government with a full 
mandate from the people. 


[Bocconetti] Forgive me if 1 insist: Some people envisage 
another Ciampi government. In view of this, how do you 


respond to Pannella. 


[Salvi] if a reshuffle is necessary for the government to 
be more representative, 1t does not involve Pannella or 
Segni, because in that case we would have to make 
Occhetto deputy premier, Fini foreign minister, and put 
Bossi in the Interior Ministry: They are the ones who 
won the elections. But | am only joking of course: That 
sort of reshuffle would only serve those playing for time. 


[Bocconetti] And who would “those” be? 


[Salvi] Pannella has welded together the party in favor of 
postponing the election for two weeks with the party 
aiming for a summer election. In addition, of course, 
there is a formation that groups together all those under 
investigation. They will go to any lengths to avoid 
appearing before the judges without any institutional 
defense. In other words, it is simply a rchash—and a 
poor one ai that, out of step with the time: —of Pan- 
nella’s “early-riser™ group of some months bax k. 


[Bocconetti}] But in short: What should Ciampi do? 
Resign? Remain? Or what else? 


[Salvi] Allow me to make an observation: Once it has 
been established that Ciampi must govern the country 
until the elections, his resignation could become a futile 
issuc. Without mentioning the fact that 1 would be just 
as constitutionally correct to reach election day with a 
government that 1s intact. | repeat: | am aware of the 
difference between public opinion and parliament. Is 
there anybody who can contest that statement? 
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Segni, Buttiglione Outline National Rebirth Pact 


BR2312122393 Rome LA REPUBBLICA in Italian 23 
Dec 93 p 6 


[Report by Silvio Buzzanca: “*Together Against 
Occhetto’; Segni and Buttighone Present Liberal- 
Democratic Front™] 


[Text] Rome—Manio Segni and Rocco Buttighone sat at 
the same table: behind them hung a banner which read: 
“A Pact for Victory.” They were presenting the 
“National Rebirth Pact Program Committee.” Besieged 
by dozens of reporters crowded into too small a room, 
the referendum leader and the ambassador for DC 
[Christian Democratic Party] headquarters— 
accompanied on this “mission” by Marco Giudici, the 
head of Mino Martinazzoli’s press bureau—joined in an 
ideological embrace to fight a joint battle against 
Occhetto. 


Segni returned repeatedly to the issue of feasible 
reforms, of the force that wants to govern Italy from the 
center: He said repeatedly that his aim ts to build a 
liberal-democratic front that will enter the arena not just 
to make a showing but “in order to win, to govern the 
country, to modernize it, to bring ii into Europe.” The 
referendum leader explained proudly—“‘I am no longer 
alone.” he said—that his pact is not an electoral agree- 
ment between the nascent People’s Party and a sector of 
the old DC that followed him when he broke away. The 
cartel will comprise portions of the nonconfessional area 
(Liberals Zanone, Patuelli, and Melillo and Republicans 
Garaffa, Speranza, and Mazzucca) and of the Socialist 
area (Covatta, Salerno, Breda, and Bruno). 


He issued a message to those who accuse him of wanting 
to forge a post-clection agreement with the PDS [Dem- 
ocratic Party of the Left} and its allies: “The suspicion is 
being suggested that we want to establish a link with the 
left,” he said, “but we stress that our liberal-democratic 
line is alternative to that of the cartel headed by 
Occhetto.” 


Rocco Buttighione fully agreed with this point, then went 
on to explain his presence there: “The People’s Party 
supported the manifesto drawn up by a number of 
intellectuals who are calling for the creation of a center 
force that is not conservative or reactionary but reform- 
ist.” According to the Catholic philosopher, this force 
must combat paleo-Marxism and post-communism. 
This, because, Buttighione said, “if [Communist Renais- 
sance Chairman] Cossutta and Occhetto are added 
together, they will give us another Togliatti.” 


The philosopher turned his attention to Mastella’s and 
Casini’s “centrists.” This, when he said: “I issue an 
appeal to ponder the possibility of finding scope for an 
agreement. A party such as the People’s Party cannot be 
monolithic, it must be open to internal dialogue, but 
there must be a common political frame of reference.” 
As though to reassure them, he took up Segni’s argu- 
ment, and added: “It seems to me that we can all agree 
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on one point: We want to build the alternative to the 
PDS, and | think that there is no doubt about this. Of 
course, some people think that this alternative must be 
built by forming an alliance with the League and the 
Social Movement.” 


But both Segni and Buttiglione ruled out an accord with 
Fini, and they adopted the same stance toward Bossi, 
while acknowledging the new factors emerging from 
League during the approach to its congress. Buttighione 
was very explicit in this regard: “I regard the PDS as an 
evil, but it is not the only possible evil for our country: A 
government that destroyed national unity would be an 
even worse evil.” 


That left relations with the third possible ally— 
Berlusconi. Segni still believes that he is a very good 
businessman and that he should remain so. When it was 
pointed out to him that Berlusconi's campaign of acqui- 
sitions is not proving very successful, he replied: “We 
will not express opinions about others. It is we who 
represent the liberal-democratic area. We have a pro- 
gram, and we have been working on it for the past year.” 
In other words, as Deputy Alberto Michelini explained, 
‘Berlusconi must make it clear that his alignment is not 
alternative to ours.” Buttiglione added: “We cannot fail 
to put forward our own political proposal to the voters, 
and we will be pleased if others support it, but we cannot 
jump on others’ bandwagons or follow other banners.” 


Segni was keen to make it clear that his National Rebirth 
Pact is more than the sum of the politicians who have 
relinquished their former allegiances, not just something 
active in the political arena: It is a movement that stems 
from society itself, from the cultural and academic 
world. 


The referendum leader cited the names of some of the 
thousand academics who have supported his pact. They 
include university rectors such as Roversi Monaco 
(Bologna), Bausola (Milan), Bonsembianti (Padua), 
Crescenti (Chieti), and Pontremoli (Genoa): and such 
well-known names as Francesco Alberoni. Mario Arcelli, 
Nicola Cabibbo, Luciano Pellicani, Luciano Cafagna, 
Ennio Di Nolfo, and Sebastiano Maffettone. 


And so the scenario for the near future is taking shape— 
an acceleration of the effort to gather a million signatures 
to support the National Rebirth Pact, which should 
produce the election candidates, to be chosen through 
primaries, the presentation of the Pact's symbol; the 
establishment of the alliance with the People’s Party and 
the nonconfessional and socialist areas. And then the 
electoral battle with Occhetto. 


League Floor Leader Quizzed on RAI, Berlusconi 
BR2312132693 Rome LA REPUBBLICA in Italian 23 
Dec 93 p § 


[Interview with Francesco Speroni, Northern League 
Senate floor leader, by Concita De Gregorio on 22 
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December, place not given: “Last Session for League: 
“We're Leaving Parliament} 


[Text] Rome—The turning point has come. the League ts 
leaving. “In tonight's vote we consider that our mission 
in Rome and the 1! Ith legislature have come to an end,” 
Francesco Speroni said, but nobody was listening. Sen- 
ators had their minds on other things: Andreotti was 
reading, Agnelli was talking, Gava gossiping with 
Citaristi. “...1 therefore announce that as of this moment 
we are lei ving parliament.” Not a murmur, nothing. The 
four League senators still there to keep an eye on the 
Finance Bill applauded: the others had been summoned 
to Milan by Bossi. Indeed, the leader made a surprise 
decision to bring forward by 24 hours the Federal 
Council session due to discuss his resignation. The 
League's departure from the scene was not very spectac- 
ular, there were none of the outward signs of conspiracy 
or revolution. Those expecting banners and sit-ins were 
disappointed; all there was was a notice on the board 
Stating, “the League group will meet at the Bologna 
Hotel at 1400 hours”—but that is routine, the same as 
every Wednesday, Speroni said. “Anyway, what did you 
expect—to see us leaving with our bags packed? We are 
not clowns; the significance of our departure is politi- 
cal,” Speroni said more heatedly. It is some time since he 
stopped wearing his cowboy-style string tic in favor of 
the League's own official necktic. But is part of your 
“mission in Rome™ not to monitor certain decrees—-thal 
on the funding of the RAI [Italian State Radio and 
Television] for instance. “Well, of course, in that 
instance we will probably return in order to vote. We are 
not leaving for good, but to issue a signal to Scalfaro and 
the public, we will return if necessary.” 


In this return to its grassroots the League ts displaying an 
instinctive reaction against the tax authorities and the 
government: We will not pay our RAI license fees, floor 
leaders Maroni and Speroni announced; and we will 
never again disclose the source of our funding, because 
Bossi's idea of setting up a confidential fund and system- 
atically vwiating the party funding law is brilliant and 
sacrosanct. 


[De Gregorio] Why is it brilliant, Mr. Speroni? 


{Speroni] Yes, it is brilliant; it was the only thing that we 
could do. We have a party funding law that constitutes 
an instigation to break the law, but it cannot be amended 
because whenever anyone tries to do so, others protest 
that it 1s a whitewash attempt. 


[De Gregorio] How would you alter i? 


[Speroni] | would say that those who receive money are 
obliged to disclose the fact, but | would make the 
donators entirely anonymous: Not even the party should 
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know who the money has come from. If pharmacists feel 
sympathetic toward the League's ideals, then let them 
make an anonymous donation. 


[De Gregorio] Do you think that anyone will leave 
money just like that, like in a collection box? 


[Speroni] Precisely. Those who believe that there must 
be a moderate front to oppose the advance of the 
left-wing forces can leave their donations there. We have 
many tradesmen and artisans who support our cause. 


[De Gregorio] And how much do they contribute to you? 
[Speroni] I do not know. Not much, I would say. 


[De Gregorio] Why do you refuse to pay your RAI 
license fee? 


[Speroni] Because if Alfa Romeo, for instance, is doing 
badly, it lays off staff. It does not charge an additional 
several million lire for its cars. Why should I pay for the 
RAI's financial troubles? Let them request a loan and 
say, “we need some moncy; we will repay you later.” But 
look at the way it works. Fininvest sends out one reporter 
and one cameraman; RAI always sends out three. 


[De Gregorio] Do Berlusconi's networks provide more 
guarantecs of efficiency? What if Berlusconi were to start 
using them to conduct his election campaign? 


[Speroni] At least Berlusconi would be using his own TV 
to conduct his propaganda. The others use state-owned 


[De Gregorio] There are also programs such as those 
showing the Cusani trial. 


{Speroni] Ah, yes. Everyone saw Sama's face when he 
said, “I do not rule it out,” speaking about the League. 
And then the other day, with the PDS [Democratic Party 
of the Left}. This is a strange way to behave, all these 
hesitations and memory gaps. Is she a witness, or the 
director of some television soap opera, providing a new 
surprise for every new episode? This just creates great 
confusion, concealing the real responsibilities? 


[De Gregorio] Whose? 
[Speroni}] Well, Craxi's, those of the old members of the 
old regime. Many of them are still in this parliament, 


which must now be dissolved. We discussed this with 
Berlusconi at dinner a month ago. He agrees. too. 


[De Gregorio] Do you not fear that it will not benefit you 
to bring the elections forward so much, in view of the 
latest resulls? 


[Speroni] We did very wel!_ im Busto Arsizio, my home 
town, we achieved 73 percent. 
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Finland 


* Poll: laskivi Seen Second-Round Challenger to 
Ahtisaari 


94P20158A Helsinki HELSINGIN SANOMAT 
in Finnish 12 Dec 93 p 3 


[Article by Matti Virtanen: “HELSINGIN SANOMAT 
(HS)-Gallup: Ahtisaari’s Support Has Dropped to 28 
Percent™] 

[Text] Social Democratic candidate Martti A*iisaari 
commands support of 28 percent of voters for the first 
round of the presidential race, according the latest HS- 
Gallup poll. 


The poll, which was conducted in early December, found 
that support for Ahtisaari, however, is still clearly larger 
than that for Conservative candidate Raimo Ilaskivi and 
Center Party Paavo Vayrynen. Ilaskivi commands 18 
and Vayrynen 14 percent of potential voters. 


Ahtisaari and Ilaskivi would accordingly be the second- 
round competitors. Every 10th respondent stated they 
intended to vote “blank,” and another 10 percent said 
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they were still not certain as to how they would cast their 
ballot. [In a second round] Ahtisaari would get 56 
percent and Ilaskivi 44 percent, a difference of 12 points. 


The gap between Ahtisaari and Ilaskiv: has closed rap- 
idly since June. If this trend continues at the same pace, 
a second-round race between the two on 6 February 
would be quite tight. 


In the HS-Gallup poll of six months ago the gap between 
Ahtisaari and Ilaskivi was 48 points. 


After the drop in support for Ahtisaari according to this 
latest HS-Gallup poll, his election should no longer be 
regarded as extremely certain. This is because the sup- 
port for candidates trailing him is very solid, and these 
supporters consider it unlikely that they would switch 
their vote to any other candidate. 


The question put to potential voters: “Elections for a 
president are going to be held in 1994. Assuming that 
elections for the president of the Republic were held 
today, whom among the following list would you vote for 
in the first round?” “For whom would you vote in a 
second-round runoff between Martti Ahtisaari and 
Raimo Ilaskivi?” 
































First Round Second Round 
June 1993 December 1993 June 1993 December 1993 
Ahtisaan 4? 28 14 56 
Haske \4 18 2% 44 
Vayrynen 10 14 
Sweden must introduce an equally permanent ban on exports to 


‘Breakthrough’ in EU Accession Talks Reported 


BR2312132293 Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER 
in Swedish 22 Dec 93 p A 6 


[Article by Ingrid Hedstroem and Bjarne Stenquist: 
“State-Controlled Sales of Wine and Spirits And Snuff 
Saved—Breakthrough in Sweden's Negotiations With 
EU; ‘Result Exceeds All Expectations”) 


[Text] Brussels—The eagerly awaited breakthrough in 
the negotiations on accession with the European Union 
[EU] came on Tuesday [21 December]. Snuff, state- 
controlied sales of wine and spirits, and free trade with 
the Baltic states were all saved. In the environmental 
sector the negotiators achieved a package which, with 
just a few exceptions, guarantees that Sweden can retain 
its high environmental standards. 


“This ts a result which exceeds our expectations in all 
respects,” said a happy and joyful Minister of European 
Affairs Ulf Dinkelspiel. “The last few days has seen a 
stream of positive decisions and nothing negative.” 


Sweden is being granted a permanent exception from the 
EU's ban on snuff. Swedes may use snuff as much as they 
want to if they become EU members. However, Sweden 


all other countries except for Norway, which is regarded 
as a similarly inveterate snuff-using country to Sweden. 


Exchange of Letters 


As for the state monopoly on alcohol, Sweden has 
promised to abolish its import monopoly as well as to 
liberalize its wholesale sales. In return, in an exchange 
of letter with Sweden, the EU Commission declared 
that it saw no reason to interfere with the monopoly of 
retail sales. However, this will happen “subject to 
future applications of the law by the European Court of 
Justice.” 


“I feel quite at case on this point. The Commission feels 
that the monopoly does not contravene the terms of the 
Treaty of Rome, and there is every indication that the 
court will reach the same verdict if the matter arises 
there,” said Mr. Dinkelspiel. 


The solution to the controversial free trade with the 
Baltic siates quite simply involved the EU promising to 
introduce its own free trade agreement with the three 
Baltic states in 1994. 


in the textile and clothing sector, Sweden is relinquishing 
its free imports, but in return the EU is increasing its 
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own import quotas so that Sweden can trade just as 
much with various developing countries as in the past. 
For a long time it looked 2s though the environmental 
issue might torpedo the hope of achieving a break- 
through. For the first time during the night and in the 
morning the Swedish negotiators reached a solution 
which is regarded as securing Swedish objectives. 

For the vast majority of pollutants, it has been agreed 
that the Swedish rules and regulations will be incorpo- 
rated into current EU legislation. 


Swedish and EU regulations are still incompatible in a 
handful of areas. Sweden currently has a ban on imports 
of cadmium, cadmium in fertilizers, stannous organic 
compounds, arsenic, and pentachlorophenol (PCP). 
Sweden also has other regulations concerning batteries, 
and the labeling and classification of chemicals. For a 
transitional period of four years, Sweden will get to 
retain all of its current environmental regulations per- 
taining to these substances. During this time, the EU has 
undertaken to tighten up its own regulations, approxi- 
mating them to their Swedish equivalents. The difficult 
question during the negotiations concerned what would 
happen if the two sets of rules and regulations were still 
incongruent at the end of the transitional period. Would 
Sweden have to harmonize with the EU? 


High EU Standards 


The Swedish negotiators maintain that they have been 
given several assurances that this will not be the case. For 
one thing, there is an introductory paragraph stating that 
the objective during the iransitional period is to raise EU 
standards instead of lowering Sweden's; on the other 
hand, they had it written that all work in this area will be 
guided by the aim of the EU's so-called fifth environ- 
mental program, which is regarded as ambitious. 


However, in one point Sweden had to make a conces- 
sion: with regard to showroom discounts for those cars 
that comply with the most stringent environmental 
requirements—so-called cars of the future. Here, 
Sweden must change its subsidy system, so that someone 
purchasing a “car of the future” does not get a lower 
price directly from the dealer until later, ¢.g., in the form 
of a lower car tax. Swedish rules and regulations will 
— to apply to all other environmental categories 
car. 
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Active Participants 

In addition, on Tuesday Sweden concluded the negotia- 
tions on the Maastricht Treaty’s chapter on cooperation 
regarding foreign and security policy. 

“We have verified that we will be a full and extremely 
active participant in cooperation on foreign policy,” said 
[Foreign Minister] Margaretha af Ugglas. 

The EU's foreign and security policy has been consider- 
ably tarnished and has lost a great deal of credibility as a 
result of the fiasco in the former Yugoslavia. 


After all, in the Maastricht Treaty, which entered into 
force on | November, questions are raised regarding a 
formal area of foreign policy cooperation for the EU. 
Previously, some parts of foreign policy were coordi- 
nated by a secretariat which was completely divorced 
from any other form of cooperation. 


The EU has agreed on five areas in which “common 
actions” should be implemented: Russia (including the 
monitoring of last week's elections); providing support 
for the democratic process in South Africa; the promo- 
tion of stability and economic development in Central 
and East Europe: participation in the Middle East peace 
process; and the continued provision of help and efforts 
to secure peace in Yugoslavia. These are the main points 
in the discussions in which Sweden can now already take 
part. 


With regard to foreign policy, the Maastricht Treaty 
talks of the union developing a defense policy which “in 
time could lead to a common defense.” This is extremely 
vaguely formulated and met with forceful opposition, for 
several countries, led by Great Britain, are opposed to a 
special EU defense, referring to the fact that NATO 
already covers the cooperation required. 


Many people are also pointing out that the EU member 
states today lack both the economic capability and the 
political will to go ahead with the venture, among other 
things with regard to transport capacity and space tech- 
nology. which an effective defense capability requires. 














Opinion on EU 
Yes 26.0 percent (- 2.2) 
No 44.8 percent (+ 2.3) 
Do not know 27.9 percent (- 0.2) 
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Spokesman: Dialogue With Macedonia Not 
Recognition 

NC2312132793 Athens Elliniki Radhiofonia Radio 
Network in Greek 1230 GMT 23 Dec 93 


[Text] Government spokesman Evangelos Venizclos 
reiterated today that there is no question of a dialogue on 
the name of Skopje. Venizelos stressed: The Greek 
Government is awaiting practical proof of Skopje’s com- 
pliance with the fundamental dictates of international 
law and is controlling the development of the issue. 


Answering questions, Venizelos said that if there is a 
dialogue, it would cover economic cooperation with 
Skopje. because, as is known, Greece is in a unique 
position when it comes to Skopje’s economic viability. 


The government spokesman pointed out that participa- 
tion in a dialogue does not constitute an act of recogni- 
tion and stressed that there are no disagreements within 
the government on the Skopje issue. 


Arsenis Views NATO Message on Military 
Evaluations 


NC2412094393 Athens E7-1 Television Network in 
Greek 1900 GMT 23 Dec 93 


[Report by Alkis Mallidhis—recorded] 


[| Text] [Mallidhis] Messages by the U.S. naval forces are 
news briefs that the U.S. Supreme Military Command 
sends every day exclusively to U.S. organizations and 
they include information on what is happening in the 
European theater. This was stressed by National Defense 
Minister Yerasimos Arsenis, who added that this [as 
heard] is a result of the recycling of discontent by the 
New Democracy party in Athens to certain circles 
through traditional channels. 


[Begin Arsenis recording] | am really sorry that Athens 
circles within the framework of political expediencies are 
trying to make an issue where one does not exist. jend 
revording} 


{[Mallidhis] Concerning the reinstatement of high- 
ranking retired officers, Mr. Arsenis pointed out that the 
government made sparing use of its right to reinsiate- 
ment to active service. He pointed out: There are fewer 
than 10, there are only seven. 


[Begin Arsenis recording] If we did not have the phe- 
nomeno:: of collective resignations, the number of 
retired officers who would be reinstated to active service 
could be even smaller. fend recording] 


|Mallidhi” At the end, Mr. Arsenis said that the coordi- 
nation of defense plans between Greece and Cyprus is 
being promoted at a quick pace and, within this frame- 
work, he will soon pay an official visit to Cyprus. 
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Pangalos Discusses Israeli-EC Relations 
NC2412212993 Athens 1 KATHIMERINI in Greek 24 
Dec 93 p 5 


{Text} Alternate Foreign Minister Theodhoros Pangalos 
yesterday met with a five-member Israeli delegation led 
by Yehuda Milo, director general of the European 
Affairs at the Israeli Foreign Ministry [name and ttle as 
published]. Mr. Pangalos assured the meeting that, while 
it is president of the Community, the Greek Government 
will promote the new agreement on Israel's association 
with the European Union [EU]. 


It should be pointed out that the EU Foreign Ministers 
Council, which met in Brussels at the beginning of this 
week, ordered negotiations aimed at concluding a new 
association agreement. 


The Greek presidency is eager to conclude the negotia- 
tions and initial the agreement in June. The relevant 
negotiations are being conducted by the Commission, 
which requires the consent of the Union's presidency. 
Consequently, the Greek side's stance is important. 


Israel is also interested in promoting joint action with the 
EU on the Middie East. Both the EU and Greece, which will 
hold the presidency during the first six months of 1994, are 


very interested in promoting the peace process. 


The EU has decided to allot funds for the restoration of 
territory that came under Isracli administration after the 
1967 war, thus contributing to the economic recovery of 
the area and, consequently, to its political stability. 


The Greek Government ts particularly interested in 
stability in the Middle East because it believes that such 
a development would also result in a favorable scitle- 
ment of the Cyprus problem, which Greece describes as 
an international problem of invasion and occupation of 
the island. 


Cypriot, Greek Ministers Discuss Defense Doctrine 


NC2312204293 Nicosia Cyprus Broadcasting Corporation 
Radio Network in Greek 2000 GMT 23 Dec 93 


[Text] Greek National Defense Minister Yerasimos Ars- 
enis and Cypriot Defense Minister Konstandinos Ilia- 
dhis discussed in Athens details of the joint defense 
doctrine and coordinated action in the arming programs. 
It was announced that further discussions at staff and 
expert levels will be held at the appropriate time after the 
two ministers conclude their meetings. 


A joint statement released in Athens and Nicosia notes 
that at their talks Mr. Ihadhis and Mr. Arsenis examined in 
depth the framework of the Athens decisions concerning 
the coordination of the two countries’ defense plans to 
confront the common threat. They also discussed thoughts 
and suggestions for the coordination of the two countries’ 
efforis and arming to facilitate practically the structure 
and functioning of the defense doctrine in the light of new 
facts and the international situation. 


Greek National Defense Minister Yerasimos Arsenis 
accepted an invitation from Mr. lliadhis to visit Cyprus 
in the near future. 
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Cetin Comments on Arab Ties, Middle East 
Peace, PKK 

NC2312121593 Cairo MENA in Arabic 0925 GMT 23 
Dec 93 


[Text] Ankara, 23 Dec (MENA)—Turkish Foreign Min- 
ister Hikmet Cetin has said that his country pays special 
attention to its relations with Egypt and that there are 
numerous links that provide fertile ground for further 
cooperation soon. 


Cetin gave an exclusive interview to MENA on the eve of 
his two-day visit to Egypt, scheduled to begin the day 
after tomorrow, Saturday [25 December], at the invita- 
tion of Foreign Minister "Amr Musa. 


He said Turkey and Egypt adopi the same political 
policy and that his country attaches great importance to 
the continuing consultations with Egypt on every level 
and in every sphere. He added that developments in the 
region give a new dimension and impetus to Fgypticn- 
Turkish joint efforts. 


He affirmed that Egyptian-Turkish economic ties are 
one of the essential bases for their close relations. He 
noted that important economic developments have 
occurred over the past 10 years between the two coun- 
ines. He said: We must acknowledge that these develop- 
ments have not been on the desired level. This requires 
encouraging the private and public sectors, exchanging 
goods, and promoting economic ties. 


On the intention to sign other agreements involving 
Egypt, Turkey, and Israel after the signing of a tourism 
agreement, he said recent regional developments have 
opened the door wide to concluding new accords that 
will have a role in establishing closer ties among the 
region’s countries. This, he said, will lead to consoli- 
dating the Middle East peace process and stability. He 
emphasized that it 1s better to hold joint meetings among 
the region's countries soon. 


On Turkish proposals to advance the Middle East peace 
process, he said his country regards the Middle East 
peace conference as the only way to find a just and final 
settlement for the ongoing conflict and that this settle- 
ment must rely on Security Council Resolutions 242 and 
338. 


He noted that the peace process will be arduous and long 
and that it is not practical for us to expect an carly 
solution to this complex issuc. He said: But we believe 
that signing a declaration cf principles between Israel 
and the PLO on 13 September is a historic step in the 
Arab-Israeli conflict. He added that the Jordanian and 
Isracli sides’ agreement on an agenda will help to 
advance the peace process and hoped for similar 
progress on other tracks. 


Commenting on the Middle East market, he said Turkey 
is linked with the Arab countries by joint historic and 
cultural roots. He added: We believe that this common 
heritage will help promote close ties between us and case 
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the region's tension, paving the way for a peaceful 
settlement to current disputes. 


He pointed out that to achieve this goal, his country 
seeks to establish greater economic cooperation with the 
Arab countries, whether bilaterally or collectively 
through the Islamic Conference Organization. 


On the confidence-building measures that Turkey thinks 
can create a suitable atmosphere for rapprochement 
between the Turkish and Greek sides in Cyprus, he 
affirmed the need to lifi all the restrictions imposed on 
the Turkish Cypriots to isolate them from the outside 
world and also to halt the military buildup by the Greek 
Cypriots. This, he noted, will undoubtedly help to create 
a better climate among the various partics. 


As for the water issue with Syria, he stressed that his 
ountry will noi use the water weapon against Syria. He 
said: Rather, we are commitied to Syria's share in the 
Euphrates River water—S00 cubic feet per second 
according to the 1987 accord. 


On the Turkish Government's stance on the Kurdish 
Workers Party [PKK], he said it cannot allow PKK 
terrorism and will pursue the party's saboteurs. He 
added: The Turkish Government realizes that the south- 
casi needs development, so it has embarked on huge 
investment for a better life in the region. 


Cetin and a delegation accompanying him are scheduled 
to arrive in Cairo on Saturday aboard a special plane. In 
Egypt, he will meet President Husni Mubarak. 


Cetin leads his country’s delegation to the Third Joint 
Technical Egyptian-Turkish Committee. Official talks 
between the two countries will begin immediately upon 
his arrival. 

He will hold talks with Prime Minister Dr. ‘Atif Sidqi 
and Arab League Secretary General Dr. ‘Ismat ‘Abd- 
al-Majid on promoting bilateral relations and on 
regional and world issues of common interest. 


The Turkish foreign minister will give a news conference 
at the end of his visit to Egypt. 


Bosnia‘s Silajdzic Arrives, Calls For Lifting 
Embargo 


7A24 12193993 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1700 GMT 24 Dec 93 


[Announcer-read report over video] 


[Text] Bosnian Prime Minister Haris Silajdzic has said 
that esther the Bosnian territornes that have forcefully 
been occupied should be returned to the people of 
Bosnia-Herzegovina or the arms embargo imposed on 
his country should be lifted in a bid to enable the 
Bosnians to defend themselves. 


Silajdzic stopped over in Turkey on his way back from 
Brussels where he participated in a meeting attended by 





Cabinet To Propose Extension of Poised Hammer 
Mandate 


7A2312142393 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1300 GMT 23 Dec 93 


[Announcer-read report over video] 


{Text} The Council of Ministers has decided to propose 
to the Turkish Grand National Assembly [TGNA] the 
extension by six months of the Poiscd Hammer man- 
date. 


The Council of Ministers also approved an amendment 
to the election law. 

The Council of Ministers met under Prime Minister 
Tansu Ciller for two hours and 40 minuies today. 

in a statement after the meeting, yiidirim Aktuna, state 
minister and government spokesman, said that the 
Council first discussed domestic and foreign develop- 
ments. lt then discussed the recommendation of the 
National Security Council [NSC] to extend the mandate 
of the Poised Hammer. Akituna said: The Council of 
Ministers assessed the uncertainty and instability in Iraq 
and especially in northern ¢,..q, and in line with the 
recommendation of the NSC, decided to propose the 
extension of the Poised Hammer mandate by six months 
to the TGNA. 


Talabani Interviewed on Ties With Turkey 


NC2312170093 Istanbul OZGUR GUNDEM in Turkish 
19 Dec 93 pil 


[interview with Jalal Talabani, leader of Patriotic Union 
of Kurdistan, by Muhammed Berwari, in Irbil, Iraq; date 
not given— Abdallah Rasul, the prime minister of South 
Kurdistan Federal Government, was present at the inter- 
view] 


[Text] [Berwarn] What can you say about your relations 
with PKK [Kurdish Workers Party]? 


[Talabani] Right now, we have no relations. As the 
government we only have an agreement to the effect that 
no attacks should take place on the borders. In addition, 
we want to say that the PKK is not infiltrating from our 
own side, but from the other [Turkish] side. And, Zele, 
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where the PKK members are now settled, ts a small 
camp. It is not a place for military training. That is, the 
camp is not conducive to such a purpose. It is only for 
sheltering. 

[Berwari] Were you asked to mediate a cease-fire? 
[Talabani] Not so far. | cannot act as mediator unless 


Bui no one told me “go and do this or that.” In the past 
when I acted as a mediator, there was a good person like 
Oral. | consulted him, and he agreed to it. When I visited 


Turks and Kurds are hard-headed people? 


[Berwari) Had Oval lived, vould there have been a 
change in the Kurdish problem by now? 


[Talabani] Ozal was making enormous effort for this 
problem. He told me: “Tell Apo [alias for PKK leader 
Abdullah Ocalan] to be patient « bit. Afier returning 
from my scheduled visit abroad | will try to convince the 
people on the Kurdish problem.” Ozal said: “Convey to 
him my warmest greetings, let hirn extend the cease-fire 
for a bit longer.” Ozal’s death was a great loss for 
democracy and peace. 


[Berwari] How do you assess reports appearing in the 
Turkish press about you? 


[Talabanij These newspapers and party leaders are 
unscrupulous people. They are not realists. 


[Berwari] The Turkish Government frequently raises the 
issue of border security. What would you say to this? 


[Talabani] Our peshmergas are defending the borders. 
The Turkish Government has not leveled any accusation 
agains us for the last 10 months, because no attack has 
come from our side of the border. However, in the last 
two months the Turkish Government has started making 
allegations to the effect that the PKK has crossed the 
border four times. No PKK member has ever crossed the 
border. The PKK is fighting in Dersim, Mus, Lice, Agri, 
Diyarbakir. These are not our borders. They told us that 
there were 2,000 PKK guerrillas in Dahuk and 2,000 in 
Metino. We went there with hundreds of peshmergas in 
@ three-pronged movement. There was also a Turkish 
officer. They too saw that there was not a single PKK 


guernila there. 
ee. Was the closure of DENGE WELAT and the 
K mission demanded by Turkey” 


[Talabani] Following a clash between the PKK and the 
Democratic Party of Kurdistan [DPK], the security 
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directorate here saw this to be an appropriate measure. 
The closure [of the mission] aimed to prevent the recur- 
rence of problems between the two parties. But, we have 
no information concerning the closure of the paper. The 
government has made no decision to close down the 
paper. 


[Berwari] What is your assessment of the tension 
between the DPK and the PKK? 


[Talabani] We hope that no fighting will ever again erupt 
among the Kurds. Let all be brothers. There will never 
again be fighting lke last year. That 1s something of the 
past. | do not think that the fighting between the PKK 
and DPK will spread. We do not wan the PKK to close 
the door [the borders], because the goods coming 
through the border gates is not for DPK alone but also 
for the Kurdish people. 


[Berwari] Innocent farmers in the South [Iraqi Kurdi- 
stan] are suffering from the frequent air attacks launched 
by Turkish aircraft. What is your reaction to that? 


[Talabani] We asked the Turkish Government to stop 
the bombing. We do not have PKK here. The PKK. is not 
found on our territory. We asked them not to bomb our 
lands. They told us that the PKK has moved to the 


[Berwari] Seventeen MIT [Turkish Intelligence Organi- 
vation] agents were detained in Zakho. They intended to 
carry out various bombings and pul the blame on the 
PKK. What would you say on this issue? 


[Talabani] | have no knowledge of it. 


[Berwari] How are you going to extricate yourselves from 
the current economic difficulties? 
[Talabani] The economic situation ts very bad in Kurdi- 
stan. But, it ts better than last year. We managed to 
revive agriculture a bit, we have reconstructed thousands 
of villages, and are paying wages normally. All our 
schools are open. We opened two new universities. Mrs. 
Tansu [Ciller] promised Clinion that they would give us 
power and $13 million in the coming 12 months. 


[Berwari] Will you talk with Saddam? 
[Talabani] We will definitely not talk with Saddam. 


[Berwari] What would you say about Poised Hammer in 
view of reactions in Turkey’ 


[Talabani] The extension of Poised Hammer is to every- 
one’s benefit. It 1s also in the interest of Turkey. 


[Berwari] Is the PUK's expansion in Barzani's region 
Behdinan an indication of elections in the near future? 


[Talabani] The PUK expanded because it renewed itself 
organizationally. Colleagues who had iefi us before 
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returned. Some small parties also joined us. The PUK is 
growing and developing with every passing year. We are 
in a very good position this year im Karkuk, al- 
Sulaymaniych, Behdinan. This ts not being done for new 
elections. The new reorganization aims at expanding and 
advancing our party 


[Berwari} How are you going to liberate Karkuk? Will 1 
be by military means? Or is there any other way’ 


[Talshani] Half of Southern Kurdistan i siill under 
Baghdad's control. We will surely liberate that important 
part, cither through diplomacy, politics. or peshmerga 
efforts. We cannot wait in limbo until the Day of 
Judgment im a Kurdistan that ts hall! liberated and half 
under oppression. We liken southern Kurdistan to a man 
who is half paralyzed. For a long time now, Saddam has 
been trying to clear Karkuk and Mosul of Kurds. But he 
is not being successful. Of course, we are also making 
military preparations, but I do not want to talk about 
that. 


[Berwari] It appears that Turkey, which had pursued an 
unfriendly policy towards the Kurds for the last 70 years. 
has changed this policy as evinced by its friendship with 
you. Is it possible that Turkey could be a friend of the 
Kurds in the south when it is not friendly towards the 
Kurds in the north [Turkish Kurdistan]? 


[Talabani] The world has changed. Turkey ts forced to 
keep pace with this change. Before they used to refer to 
the Kurds as mountain Turks, now they accept their 
existence ever; if only in words. The most reasonable 
policy for Tr ckey to follow would be to strike a friend- 
ship with the Kurds. We are with those who want peace. 
There are those among Turks who want peace, and 
others who do not want it. 


[Berwari] What do you see in 19947 


[Talabani] In 1994, the Kurds will develop and grow in 
strength in four regions (Turkey, Iraq, Iran, Syria}. Let 
the artists, intellectuals and students from the north visit 
us and integrate with the people. We want the wealthy 
people in the north to send us assistance. | also hope for 
democracy for Turkey in 1994. 1 hope that democracy 
will not remain confined only to Istanbul and Ankara. 
but will spread everywhere. | guess that the war [between 
Turkish troops and the PKK] will continue until the 
spring. | am hoping that something will happen in the 
spring. 


Defense Minister Comments on Budget, PKK 


NC2412073793 Ankara TURKISH DAILY NEWS in 
English 21 Dec 93 p 3 


[Text] Ankara—Defense Minister Mehmet Golhan said 
on Monday [20 December] that the outlawed Kurdistan 
Workers’ Party (PKK) would be finished off by winter's 
end. 





resources. citing the current 60 percent share of domestic 
industry in the production of fighter planes as a very 
auspicious develomment for Turkey. Referring to Tur- 
key’s 250,000 dm. vaders, the defense minister said 
that his ministry by — aly pownted out the gravity of the 
» drafted any evaders. He added that 


was out of the question, considering the limited housing 
capacity of military training facilities. 


Touching on the Greek position on the PKK problem, 
Gothan said that Greece's approval of PKK terrorism 
was regrettable, adding that humanitarian aid to 


billion’s worth of finances had been obtained via U.S. 
foreign ministry sales loans. He disclosed that 130 
fighter planes had been given to the Turkish Air Force up 
to Dec. | and that 30 more would be produced. Golhan 
said that 46 F-16's were being produced for the Egyptian 
Air Force at Ankara’s Murted facilities. He added that 
CASA light transport planes would soon roll off the 
production line there and that the production of Stinger 
missiles had also started. 


The defense minister revealed that 35 general-purpose 
helicopters had so far been delivered to Turkey by the 
United States. “Ten more will be delivered in January,” 

he added. The minister said the delivery of 20 transport 


helicopters purchased from France would start in 1994. 
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Gothan said four of cight frigates purchased from the 
Unnied States had been delivered and that the remainder 
would be delivered next year. 
Criticism of the budget 


was aimed more at the internal processes of the Turkish 
Armed Forces thar at purchases made by the ministry. 
Welfare Party (RP) Van Deputy Fethullah Erbas criti- 
cizec. regulations preventing the entry of religious high 
school graduates to War Academies. 


He demanded thai “battalion prayer leaders” be 
appointed, adding thas his party was extremely disturbed 
by the expulsion of Turkish military officials on the 
grounds that their spouses wore headscarves or refrained 
oe ik aatinisien vichetian their sefial 


He also opposed what he called the politically-motivated 
awarding of defense industry contracts to certain coun- 
tries in an attempt to enter the European Union. 


Hasan Basri Eler, a Republican Peopie’s Party (CHP) 
representative, said he was opposed to the explortation 
of the defense industry by political means. 


“Certain contracts awarded to certain countries to win 
them over to our side will turn Turkey to a garbage dump 
of defense products,” he said. 


Referring to PKK terrorism in the Southeast, Eler said 
security forces had to differentiate between innocent 
locals and terrorists. He further criticized the failure of 
the Turkish Chief of Staff headquarters to brief members 
of Parliament in a secret session following the briefing of 
Prime Minister Tansu Ciller and press members. 


Saying borders were still controlled by the gendarmerie. 
Eler argued that border security must be handed c ver 
immediately to the Land Forces. “So that the gendarm- 
erie could be more effective in effecting internal secu- 
rity,” he said. 


True Path Party (DYP) Manisa Deputy Tevfik Diker 
argued that nationalist movements in the Balkans and 
Caucasus threatened security, adding the Russian stand 
on CFE (Treaty on Reducing Conventional Forces in 
Europe) stemmed from the United States’ meck 
approach. He maintained that Turkey had to increase its 
national defense power because it was dependent on the 
protection of U.S. nuclear power. 


The RP Sakarya deputy claimed that the designs of the 
Crarist Russians were still valid today, adding that a 
crusader mentality had been displayed in Bosnia, that 
Western powers ignored the fact that Algerian Muslims 
huuw won the elections in that country, and that more 
funds had to be allocated to research in the defense 
industry. Motherland Party (ANAP) Istanbul Deputy 
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Burhan Celebican argued that following the develop- 
ments in Russia, justifications for NATO's existence had 
been annulled and that Turkey had to opt for a new 
defense strategy. 


He demanded that the upcoming decision on extending 
the term of stay of Operation Provide Comfort had to be 
taken very carefully given its aim to establish a federated 
Kurdish state in northern Iraq. He further demanded 
that the main opposition leader and the interior minister 
be accorded permanent status within the National Secu- 
rity Council (MGK). 


The Defense Ministry budget passed through Parliament 
with all deputies present voting “yes.” 


Interior Minister on Combating Separatist 
Terrorists 


7TA2612141593 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1100 GMT 26 Dec 93 


{Announcer-read report over still of Interior Minister 
Nahit Mentese] 


[Text] Interior Minister Nahit Mentese has stated that 
terrorism will be eradicated from Turkey within the 
framework of legal rules and by separating the innocent 
from the guilty. Mentese further stated that Turkish 
state's undivided unity with its country and people will 
be defended under all conditions. 


In the statement he issued, Mentese stressed that one of 
the most important issues in the country ts the issue of 
separatist terrorism. Pointing out that the government, 
since its appointment, is det-rmined in its decision to 
continue its stand against terrorism. Mentese added that 
for this reason the security forces are fighting the terror- 
ists, who are against the state, nation, democracy, and 
humanity, with superior confidence and patriotism all 
over the country. 


Mentese announced that 217 terrorists, 156 of them in 
the state of emergency region and among them 133 
killed, were captured in operations conducted during the 
last month. According to information issued by Mentesce. 
381 long-barreled rifles, 157 revolvers, 27,246 rounds of 
ammunition of various sizes and calibers, seven rockets. 
17 rocket launchers, 28 shells for rocket launchers, two 
mortars, and one mortar shell were seized during the 


operations. 


Indicating that terrorism will not lead anywhere and will 
not yield any results, Mentese added: We are definitely 
determined to defend the Turkish state's unity with its 
country and nation under all conditions. For this reason 
I once again call on the members of the separatist 
terrorist organization to surrender to the infallible jus- 
tice of the Turkish Republic and to take advantage of the 
Law of Repentance and therefore gain the right to live as 
a proud member of the country. 
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Iraqi Ambassador Interviewed on Terrorism Issue 
7A2412111893 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1930 GMT 23 Dec 93 


{Interview with Iraqi Ambassador to Turkey Raf i Dah- 
ham Mujjawil al-Tikriti by Erturk Yondem in the 
“Behind the Scenes” program; date and place not 
given—recorded., al-Tikriti speaks in Arabic with super- 
imposed Turkish translation] 


{Text} [Yondem] Honorable Ambassador, are you 
closely following the terrorism perpetrated in Turkey by 
the PKK [Workers Party of Kurdistan]? How do you 
describe this form of terrorism? 


[Al-Tikriti] Terrorism is the worst thing in the world and 
we hate it. The aim of terrorism is to hurt people and for 
this reason we strongly condemn terrorism. We. as a 
State, are against all kinds of terrorism because it 1s an act 
against humanity and religion. We are greatly distressed 
by the situation in which friendly Turkey finds itself, 
Turkish security has great importance for us. In my 
opinion, | think terrorist activities are ongoing im 
northern Iraq and we are aware of this. It is definite that 
there 1s cooperation between Abdullah Ocalan and Jalal 
Talabani and that their aim is to establish a Kurdish 
state. | would like to point out that our people and our 
government want to cooperate with Turkey on the issue 
of terrorism and we are always ready to cooperate in 
preventing initiatives that aim to divide Turkey. 


[Yondem] Which countries, do you think, support the 
PKK? What do you know about this issue? 


[Al-Tikriti] Terrorist activities exacerbated in recent 
years because Apo [alias for Ocalan] and the Iraqi Kurds 
are trying to achieve their dreams. Apo and Talabani 
could not be so courageous if they had only themselves to 
depend on. This proves the point that foreign forces 
support these organizations, primarily the United States 
and the Western countries. The most important proof of 
this support are the Poised Hammer units in the region. 
The real help comes from those units. The United States 
and the Western countries are implementing their plan 
very well. On the issue of neighboring countries sup- 
porting the PKK, | cannot evaluatc this issue but | can 
definitely say that the United States and Western coun- 
tries are extending their support. Do you know why PKK 
terrorism exacerbated over the past three years? The 
reason is that the empty territory in northern Iraq ts 
being used for terrorist bases since Irag was struck down. 
This is the reason why attacks on Turkey are being 
perpetrated from that area. We think that we cannot 
solve this problem without cooperating with neighboring 
countries, especially with Turkey. | want to stress a point 
by using you and the TRT representatives as intermedi- 
ates. and | am stating as the State of Iraq that we have 
never had and will never have any adverse intentions 
regarding Turkey. The Turks are our brothers and we 
have great affection for Turkey. We want to stress the 
fact that we can be the best fraternal country for Turkey 
and we want to point out that we are ready to do 
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everything for Turkey, not only today but tomorrow 
also. We can never forget Turkey's stand during the Gulf 
War. All of Iraq, especially our Honorable President 
Saddam Husayn, appreciate the recent statements issued 
by the Honorabk Ciller and the efforts she exerted to lift 
the embargo imposed on Iraq. There is a need for close 
cooperation in order to eradicate terrorism. If Turkey is 
ready to cooperate on this issue, we ready to cooperate in 
all areas. 


ge CES Se Ce eS 


NC2412093893 Istanbul YENI GUNAYDIN in Turkish 
9 Dec 93 p 13 


[Report by Cuneyt Bol] 


[Text] Antalya—Mesrop M. Mutafyan, deputy patriarch 
of the Armenians of Turkey and head of the religious 
synod, said in connection with the latest reports on 
assistance to the PKK [Kurdish Workers Party] by the 
World Council of Churches [WCC] and on Armenian- 
PKK ties: “The churches in Turkey do not have enough 
money to survive. How can you transfer money abroad 
that does not exist?” 


“Prove the Allegations” 


“Besides, so far not a single Armenian terrorist in the 
PKK has been caught.” 


However, the DEP [Democracy Party] Diyarbakir 
deputy said: “There are Armenians in the PKK too,” and 
thus revealed the tnith. 


Mesrop M. Mutafyan, who is in Demre District of 
Antalya to take part in Saint Nicholas and World Peace 
festivities, replied to questions from the YENI 
GUNAYDIN correspondent. 


In reply to reports that the WCC is providing assistance 
to Kurds abroad and that this assistance is being used to 
purchase arms, food, and medicine for the PKK, Mesrop 
M. Mutafyan said: “To me, claims of the WCC helping 
the PKK are absurd. This is because the churches in 
Turkey do not have enough moncy to survive. Actually, 
we should be receiving money from abroad. Such reports 
aim at undermining love and peace. Let the officials 
show evidence and prove their claims if they are right.” 


Indicating that he does not believe Armenian-PKK 
cooperation exists, Mesrop M. Mutafyan said: “Why 
should an Armenian join the PKK? What purpose would 
that serve? So far, not a single Armenian militant in the 
PKK has been caught.” 


Hatip Dicle’s Announcement 


“Had there really been such a thing, Turkish officials 
would have put him on television for ten hours a day. 
This is propaganda that has been around since May. 
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There is not a single proof of it. If you produce a single 
piece of evidence, ther we will start believing such a 
thing.” 

Noting that he is living in Turkey and is a Turkish 
citizen, Mutafyan said: “I am not from Armenia. There- 
fore, 1 do not know if Armenia is helping the PKK.” 


In response to this misleading statement by Mutafyan, 
DEP’s Diyarbakir deputy Hatip Dicle said: “There are 
also Armenians in the PKK.,” and added that reports to 
this effect are totally correct. 

Hatip Dicle revealed this information in Kocaeli, where 
he had gone with Leyla Zana. In reply to a question on 
Armenian-PKK ties, Hatip Dicle formally told the 
reporters that there are Armenians in PKK, and added: 
“The 10-year-old guerrilla movement has achieved a 
mass following. The PKK has killed women and children 
by mistake. This is because there is a state of war. They 
[Turkish officials} talk about the existence f Armenians 
in the PKK. There are some of every nationality in the 
PKK. They are all serving a national war. Besides, why 
should we hold the Armenians up in a bad light?” 


Government Claim of PKK-Armenian Links 
Viewed 


NC2412215593 Istanbul OZGUR GUNDEM in Turkish 
20 Dec 93 p 2 


[Commentary by M. Can Yuce: “The Essence of the 
Current Enmity Toward Armenians”] 


[Text] For some time now, the state has been trying to 
shoot down the PKK [Kurdish Workers Party] by gen- 
erating enmity toward the Armenians. It has produced a 
great deal of artificial and phony “evidence” to show 
that the PKK is an Armenian organization. It is trying to 
shape public opinion along these lines. The gross lie that 
Apo [alias for PKK leader Abdullah Ocalan} is an 
Armenian and that the PKK is under the Armenian 
control is propaganda that the psychological warfare 
department relies on frequently. 


We are not going to debate this shameful propagandistic 
lie and demagogy. All of the Kurdish people and the 
democratic section of the Turkish public laugh at this lie. 
Why does the special regime persistently and forcefully 
concoct stories and talk about an Armenian-PKK merger 
despite the fact that this is, without doubt, an obvious, 
baseless, and spurious lie? 


This is the question on which we must dwell. The correct 
reply would reveal the state's expeciations of such alle- 
gations. 


Let's discuss it briefly: It is a well-known fact that the 
Turkish national identity was forged on the basis of 
enmity toward the Armenians and the Greeks. The 
Turkish Republic was founded on the genocide and 
deportation of the Armenians and on the expulsion of 
the Greeks. In the process of this national evolution and 
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creation of the Turkish nation-state, the conscious and 
subconscious of the Turkish people were imbued with 
hatred of Armenians and Greeks. This left deep marks 
on the people's mentality. This hatred of the Armenians 
and the Greeks is the most fundamental element of the 
chauvinist Turkish nationalism. There ts also the hatred 
of “Moscow.” However, the enmity toward the Arme- 
nians and the Greeks has been kept alive and fed. The 
enmity against the Greeks and the Greek Cypriots is an 
important part of education in the schools and the Army. 
The problems with Greece, the Cyprus issue, and its 
subsequent developments are factors in the hatred of the 
Greeks. We also know that, with the start of the ASALA 
[Armenian Secret Army For the Liberation of Armenia] 
activities, hatred of the Armenians was widely used at 
official and nonofficial levels. 


It is no secret that a nationalism based on the hatred of 
the Armenians and the Greeks is fouling and warping the 
consciousness and the spirit of the masses. The Turkish 
Republic is relying on these warped and foul “national 
feelings.” and, by directing these feelings against the 
PKK and the Kurdish people, it is hoping and calcu- 
lating that hatred of the Kurds will turn into a powerful 
movement. This is why the PKK is equated with the 
Armenians and why this lie ts being persistently harped 
upon. In addition, the lie of the Armenian-PKK link is 
being concocted to support the official thesis that the 
PKK its an organization incited into action by outside 
forces. This is another aspect of this affair. 


It must be admitted that the Turkish people are under 
the influence of this official thesis. Hatred of the Arme- 
nians and the Greeks has been brought up for years, 
taught in the schools, and brought to the forefront at 
every opportunity. It has warped the consciousness of 
the masses and has left deep scars. This hatred has 
virtually become an important factor shaping the 
Turkish national spirit. Regrettably, the Turkish left 
failed to forge a correct Turkish national identity and 
could not offer it as an alternative to the chauvinist 
Turkish nationalism. This is why the hatred of the 
Armenians and the Greeks persists and is useful in the 
hands of the special warfare department. 


The creation of a healthy Turkish national identity is 
possible only if the genocide of the Armenians and the 
atrocities committed against the Greeks are admitted 
and if the colonialist war imposed on Kurdistan with the 
aim of wiping out the Kurdish people is criticized and a 
compensation is offered from a revolutionary stand- 
point. Without this, it will be impossible to prevent 
chauvinism and hatred of non-Turkish people and to 
clean the people's spirit and instill in it a democratic 
consciousness. Any existing effort in this direction is 
meager and devoid of historical depth and correct revo- 
lutionary outlook. 


It 1s doubtless that the hatred of Armenians and Greeks 
is not only fouling the feelings of the Turkish people; this 
same chauvinistic mud has been injected into the con- 
sciousness of the Kurds and other people. There are 
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important reasons for the residue of hostility felt against 
the Armenians by the Kurds. The long coexistence of the 
Armenians and Kurds, the Ottoman policy of playing 
these two neighboring groups against each other and 
causing massacres, the use of the Hamidiye Detachments 
[Kurdish detachments used by the Ottomans to massacre 
Armenians] during the 1915 genocide, and the Arme- 
nians’ retaliatory actions have left traces of hatred of 
Armenians in the Kurdish consciousness. In addition, 
we should not disregard the religious factor in shaping 
these feelings. The fact that, during the Turkish War of 
Liberation, the Kurds fought against the Armenians also 
helped create hatred of Armenians among the Kurds. We 
must also point out that, despite all this, the centuries- 
old neighborliness and coexistence between the Arme- 
nians and the Kurds has also left considerable amounts 
of deep feelings and ties of friendship. 


By trying to depict the PKK as an Armenian organiza- 
tion, the Turkish Republic is trying to provoke the 
chauvinistic feelings of the Turkish people and instigate 
the anti-Armenian feelings that exist in the conscious- 
ness of the Kurdish people, thus redirecting these feel- 
ings against the PKK. 


But it is impossible that this calculation, which is made 
at the expense of the Kurds, could ever succeed. The 
forging of the Kurdish national identity and their 
national liberation movement is not proceeding along 
the lines of hatred of other people, including Armenians. 
Instead, even under intense bombings, it shouts without 
any hesitation: “Long live the brotherhood of the 
people.” This is an important sign of an internationalist 
movement that other people regard as their own move- 
ment. 


There ts yet another point to be stressed: By attacking the 
internationalist character of the PKK, the state is trying 
to bolster Turkish chauvinism. The fact that people of 
various nationalities are fighting in the ranks of the 
national liberation is seen as a stigma on the PKK. This 
is very threadbare propaganda. The participation of 
internationalist fighters of various nationalities in the 
PKK ranks is not a weakness. From the PKK’s point of 
view, it is a sign of superiority and loftiness. When 
international detachments fought against Franco's fas- 
cism alongside the Republicans, all of progressive man- 
kind welcomed their noble action. Even today, that 
episode is recalled with praise and respect. A similar 
internationalist movement is being experienced in Kur- 
distan today. People of all nationalities are flocking to 
this war. Mankind and the Kurdish people can only feel 
pride in the face of this noble action. Our brothers from 
Turkish, Arab, Persian, Armenian, Azerbaijani, 
German, Circassian, and other peoples, who are fighting 
side by side with the Kurds, are living examples of the 
international character of our national liberation 
struggle. Could there be a more noble act than this? 


What is so attractive about the national liberation 
struggle? This is an interesting question that needs to be 
examined in depth. But the reply is very simple: In our 
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world, where humanity ts being destroyed, mankind is 
coming alive in the form of the national liberation 
struggle. This is what is attractive about it. This is what 
attracts the international volunteer fighters. 


OZGUR GUNDEM Editor, Director Arrested as 
PKK Members 


TA2312194293 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1800 GMT 23 Dec 93 


[Announcer-read report over video] 


[Text] The Istanbul State Security Court has ordered the 
arrest of Gurbetelli Ersoz, the editor in chief of OZGUR 
GUNDEM, and of Ali Riza Halis, the director of the 


newspaper. 


Eighteen persons working for OZGUR GUNDEM had 
been taken into custody a while ago within the frame- 
work of the investigation being conducted in connection 
with the terrorist organization PKK [Kurdish Workers 
Party]. Today, the 18 were taken from the anti-terrorist 
department to the Istanbul State Security Court Prose- 
cutor’s Office. After the prosecutor questioned them, 14 
of the suspects were released. The other four appeared 
before the judge. Of the four, Ersoz and Halis were 
arrested for being members of the PKK. The other two 
were released. 


ee nee CREE REE Cen ae 


7A2512190793 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1700 GMT 25 Dec 93 


[Announcer-read report over video] 


[Text] Unal Erkan, state of emergency region governor, 
has declared that 1,700 terrorists were killed and 540 
were captured alive during operations conducted this 
year. Erkan added that 240 organization members sur- 
rendered to the security forces. 


In a statement to TRT in Diyarbakir, Erkan announced 
that 17,000 persons were caught and referred to judicial 
authorities during operations against the collaborators of 
the terrorist organization in populated areas. Noting that 
a total of 1,200 citizens, 135 of them women and 151 
children, were killed in the organization's attacks against 
innocent and defenseless people. the regional governor 
remarked that |,564 others were injured in these inci- 
dents. According to Erkan, this year security forces 
seized 4,000 weapons, 3,000 of them rifles, approxi- 
mately 500,000 rounds of ammunition of various types 
and calibers, 164 rocket launchers, 1,500 rockets, 2,000 
hand grenades, as well as large quantities of explosives, 
antiaircraft ammunition, and mortars. 
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Security Forces Kill 11 ‘Terrorists’ in Southeast 


TA2712095793 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 0950 
GMT 27 Dec 93 


[Text] Diyarbakir, Dec.27 (AA)}—Security forces have 
killed eleven terrorists in the Semdinli township of 
southeastern province Hakkari. 

A statement by the Regional Governorate of Emergency 
said today that security forces carrying out operations in 
the south of the Semdinli township near to Iraqi border, 
captured 11 terrorists dead. 


Searches in the region revealed hideouts which con- 
tained 30 hand grenades, 12 mines, and foodstuffs. 


Three militants of a leftist organization were caught in 
Tunceli and one in Malazgirt. 


A terrorist surrendered to security forces in Silopi. 
Security forces caught 24 people who assisted and hid 
terrorists in the region. The court arrested these. 


Seventeen hideouts were found in Diyarbakir, Batman, 
Mardin, Tunceli, and Mus. 


F M Declines T to UN 
fon inistry o Respond 


TA2512194193 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1800 GMT 25 Dec 93 


[Announcer-read report] 


[Text] It has been announced that Turkey will not 
consider initiatives that do not conform with methods 
established for the solution of the Cyprus problem. A 
Foreign Ministry statement declared that UN Secretary 
General Butrus Butrus-Ghali sent a letter to Prime 
Minister Tansu Ciller outlining Greek Cypriot commu- 
nity leader Kliridhis’ proposals, including the request for 
the demilitarization of the island. 

The Foreign Ministry statement stressed that the coun- 
terpart of the Greek Cypriot community is the Turkish 
Cypriot community and not Turkey; therefore, it has not 
been deemed necessary to act upon the letter. The 
statement noted: As in the pasi, Turkey will not give any 
consideration to initiatives which do not conform with 
the methods established for the solution of the Cyprus 
issue and contradict the concept and principles regarding 
the essence of the problem. Turkey also believes that, at 
this stage, such initiatives could weaken the efforts 
exerted for the resumption of the negotiating process. 


Oil Agreement Reached With Russia 


1TA2612154693 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 1420 
GMT 26 Dec 93 


[Text] Moscow, Dec. 26 (AA)—Turkey will refine 2.5 
million tonnes of Russian crude oil next year, a senior 
official said on Sunday [26 December}. 
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Kemal Isik, head of Turkey's oil refineries company, told 
AA [ANATOLIA] here that according to the agreement 
reached in talks with Russian authorities, the Russian oil 
will be refined in the western Izmir and the northwestern 
Izmit facilities. 

Isik said Turkey will also buy 1.5 million tonnes of 
Russian oil next year at a rate lower than the world 
prices. 


Russia is also Turkey's main supplier of natural gas. 


National Assembly Adopts New Tax Bill 
TA2712090593 Ankara Turkiye Radyolari Network in 
Turkish 2100 GMT 26 Dec 93 


[Text] The new tax bill stipulating amendments to 
former tax laws has been adopted at the Turkish Grand 
National Assembly. The Assembly, which convened 
under the chairmanship of Vefa Tanir at 1000, discussed 
and examined the last 15 items of the proposal. 


The new tax bill, which was passed today, calls for a 
70-percent increase in taxes on motor vehicles and a 
100-percent increase in the purchase tax on vehicles. The 
Council of Ministers has also been authorized to double 
these rates. 


The tax bill also calls for limiting corporate tax exemp- 
tions and reducing corporate taxes from 46 to 25 per- 
cent. The existing minimum on corporate taxes is being 
eliminated, while a decision was reached requiring that 
the tax paid by corporations be no lower than 20 percent. 


The tax bill includes an additional five-year extension of 
the exemptions on revenue taxes and charges related to 
exports, activities that result in foreign exchange earn- 
ings, and investments. The law stipulates that profits 
from stock market shares and income from sales of state 
bonds will be tax exempt. 


The law also calis for full taxation on the interest from 
foreign exchange deposit accounts, because it is consid- 
ered real income, and for partial taxation of security 
income in Turkish currency that is indexed to foreign 
exchange, gold, or other indicators and on the interest 
accrued from such accounts. 


The new law stipulates that no annual returns on bonds, 
Treasury bills, interest on deposits, passive bonds, and 
reserves income be submitted until 1997. 


The law stipulates that joint stock companies, which are 
open to the general public, should offer ai least 15 
percent of their [word indistinct] caprial stocks to the 
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public. Companies considered public companies on the 
stock market will also be considered public companies 
with regard to the above law and the income tax law. The 
new law allows for the lightening of the tax burden of 
public companies with an aim to developing the capital 
market. 


The proposed tax bill was adopted by 166 votes in favor 
with 29 against, following an open vote. In a statement 
following the vote, Finance and Customs Minister Ismet 
Atilla thanked all the deputies for their intense efforts in 
preparing and adopting this tax proposal, which is so 
needed by the people, without using the upcoming elec- 
tions as an excuse for delay. Atilla added that this tax law 
will be implemented as soon as possible, thereby estab- 
lishing justice in the distribution of the tax burden. 


Foreign Minister Cetin Departs for Egypt 
TA25 12090393 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 0800 GMT 25 Dec 93 


[Announcer-read report over video] 


[Text] Foreign Minister Hikmet Cetin has departed for 
Egypt as the official guest of Egyptian Foreign Minister 
‘Amr Muhammad Musa. 


In a predeparture statement at Ankara’s Esenboga Air- 
port, Cetin stated that there are no political problems 
between Turkey and Egypt—the two largest countries in 
the region. Cetin pointed out that the close friendly 
relations between Turkey and Egypt are based on joint 
historical and cultural values. Noting that there are 
noticeable similarities in the foreign policies of Cairo 
and Ankara, Cetin added that both countries conduct an 
intensive struggle to achieve economic prosperity for 
their people as well as peace and stability in the region. 


In his statement, Cetin pointed out that significant steps 
have been taken during the recent years to further the 
relations between Egypt and Turkey. Cetin said that in 
view of his visit the Turkey-Egypt joint commission 
meeting will be held in Cairo. 


Cetin announced that on 26 December he will go to 
Qatar as the guest of Hamad Bin-Jasim Bin-Jabbu Al 
Thani, explaining that during his visit the possibility of 
expanding the political, economic, and cultural relations 
between Turkey and Qatar will be explored. Recalling 
that Qatar has the third largest natural gas reserves, 
Cetin explained that cooperation in this area would be 
assessed with concerned authorities. Views will be 
exchanged with Qatari officials on the regional situation 
and various other issues in the wake of the Israeli- 
Palestinian agreement, Cetin added. 
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Andorra 
Government Coalition Wins First Constitutional 
Elections 


LD1312125193 Madrid Teletexto TVE in Spanish 
1100 GMT 13 Dec 93 


[Text] Head of government Oscar Ribas's coalition 
National Democratic Grouping (AND) and the Liberal 
Union (UL) have come out on top in the first constitu- 
tional elections in Andorra. However, the National 
Democratic Initiative (IDN) ts the most notable surprise 
in these elections. 


AND obtained 1,455 votes, UL 1,303, New Democracy 
1,029, and IDN 857. The Consell General [parliament] 
will therefore be fragmented. Fourteen of the 28 mem- 
bers of the Consell General are elected by a proportional 
system and the rest are elected on the basis of two 
members for each parish. 
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Liechtenstein 


Mario Frick Elected New Head of Government 


AU1512135493 Vienna ORF Teletext in German 
1331 GMT 15 Dec 93 


[Text] As of today, Liechtenstein has the youngest head 
of government in Europe. Today, the parliament elected 
28-year-old Mario Frick of the Father Land Union (VU) 
as the new head of government. 


Frick replaces Markus Buechel, who was ousted by his 
own party, the Progressive Citizens Party (FBP) in 
October. As a result, Prince Adam II dissolved the 
parliament. 


The new five-member government for the first time has 
two women in its ranks: Andrea Willi (VU) and Cornelia 
Gassner (FBP). 
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